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I- Distinction In Thought Alone “T'f} Ocwpio. Mdvy”
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Saint Cyril of Alexandria in his letter to Acacius Bishop of Melitene wrote:
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“Accordingly, whenever the manner of the Incarnation is closely considered, the human mind
doubtless sees the two, ineffably and unconfusedly joined to each other in a union; but the mind
in no wise divides them after they have been united, but believes and admits strongly that the one
from both is God and Son and Christ and Lord.”*
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Saint Cyril also wrote in the same letter:
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“Wherefore, we say that the two natures were united, from which there is the one and only Son

and Lord, Jesus Christ, as we accept in our thoughts; but after the union since the distinction
into two is now done away with, we believe that, there is one physis of the Son’”
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! Saint Cyril of Alexandria, Letter 40, par. 15, The Fathers of the Church, Volume 76, C.U.A. Press 1987, p.162.
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® Ibid., Letter 40, par. 14, p.160.
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At the moment of
Incarnation, the
divine and human
natures of Jesus
Christ are united to
each other in a
mysterious union

The eye of the mind’
(Contemplation)

Saint Cyril in his first letter to Succensus Bishop of Diocaesarea in Isauria wrote:
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“Therefore, as far as concerns our understanding and only the contemplation by the eyes of the
soul in what manner the only begotten became man, we say that there are two natures which are
united, but that Christ the Son and Lord is one, the Word of God the Father made man and
incarnate
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Il- Nature ¢poic & Hypostasis HméotaoLg 258\ dayidal)

Saint Cyril in his letter to Acacius Bishop of Melitene wrote:
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“Wherefore, we say that the two natures were united, from which there is the one and only Son

and Lord, Jesus Christ, as we accept in our thoughts; but after the union since the distinction into
two is now done away with, we believe that, there is one physis of the Son””®

® Ibid. Letter 45, par 7, p. 193.
® Migne, J.P., Patrologia Graeca, Tomos 77, Athens 1994, p. 232.
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Saint Cyril in his Letter to Valerian, Bishop of Iconium wrote:
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“If they should say that God and man by coming together in one constituted the one Christ with
the hupotasis of each obviously preserved unblended but distinguished by reason, it possible to
see that they are thinking and saving nothing accurate in this. God and man by coming together
did not constitute the one Christ, as they say, but, as | said, the Word being already God partook
of blood and flesh like unto us in order that God would be known to have been made man and to
have taken our flesh and to have made it his own, in order that, just as a man such as we are is
known to be one, composed of soul and body, so also he is confessed to be one, both Son and
Lord.”*

da il Lading Lagie IS5 Tanls Tagus Lea UsS aaly 8 Las Lage Laialy lustYls dil o) 1508 o
(L) Lo Lot 05058 o 05580 Y aetl (o3 of Sl (b (LS Sae oS0z lany) 5
OH il LS st LS claa Lage Ll Tanly lapne L3S0 ol — luyly ol ) 3 b
any rwa 333 98 4y (Ula) jloa dl o (o Ulie aallly aall 3 @il Sial ) ga 3 Guge sl
Ol (e (058 s s caaly Gl 4l Cig yae e gl (sl o LS = (S ((palall) (AN saia

UGy s o) sy sl adl g Cagind sl Ll 1388 — s
In the same letter he wrote:
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“But again the one who is sharp in theory and clever at calumny lifts his ear upright and says, “if
he who indwells is one, and likewise he is another in whom he is said to dwell, how is it not
necessary to divide the hupostaseis and to say that each one subsists apart, and then tell me,
where at length is there one person left?” For if they pretend to say there is one person of
Christ, while there are two hupostaseis separate and distinct, by all means there will be two
persons (mpdowme) also. But they come in like legislators confirming in all ways and in every
manner what seems to them as being right. For they say, while separating the hupostaseis, we
unite the person.”*?

® Ibid., Letter 40, par. 14 p.160.
° Migne, PG 76, p. 192.
1% Ibid., Letter 50, par 5, p. 214.
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IV- Single Person by daly (add

“In no way will it be profitable that the true account of the faith means this even if some admit the
union of persons. For the Scripture has not said that the Word united the person of a man to
himself but that he became flesh. The Word becoming flesh is nothing else except that he partook
of blood and flesh just as we are.”®
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 Migne, J.P., Patrologia Graeca, Tomos 77, Athens 1994, Letter 45, p. 232.
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1% Ibid. Letter 4, par 7, p. 41.
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V- Natural Union and Hypostatic Union
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VI-The Conclusion of the teaching of St. Cyril of Alexandria can be as

follows:

“In the one incarnate nature of God the Word, two natures continue to exist (persist) after the
union without separation.”
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“continued existence”?®
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“two natures exist inseparably after the union”**
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?2Scholia on the Incarnation of the Only-Begotten by St. Cyril of Alexandria, point 12.
% Lionel R. Wickham, Cyril of Alexandria, Select Letters, Oxford at the Clarendon Press, 1983, Second Letter to Succensus,
par 4, p. 89, 90.
“Ibid., par 5, p. 92, 93.



