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Hereby our Lord Jesus Christ ordained the disciples to be guides and teachers of the
world, and to be ministers of His divine mysteries... The saying of Paul, therefore, is

true: “No man taketh the honour unto himself, but he that is called of God™...
After dignifying the holy Apostles with the glorious distinction of the apostleship, and
appointing them ministers and priests of the Divine Altar, as | have just said, He at
once sanctifies them by vouchsafing His Spirit unto them, through the outward sign of
His Breath, that we might be firmly convinced that the Holy Spirit is not alien to the
Son, but Consubstantial with Him, and through Him proceeding sent from the Father;
He shows that the gift of the Spirit necessarily attends those who are ordained by Him
to be Apostles of God. And why? Because they could have done nothing pleasing unto
God, and could not have triumphed over the snares of sin, if they had not been clothed

with power from on high, and been transformed into something other than they were
before. [Commentary on the Gospel of St. John, book 12, ch. xx 21,22,23 p. 670-672]
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“The Spirit had not left Him when He had risen from the dead. For when renewing
man, and, by breathing on the face of the disciples, restoring the grace that came of the
inbreathing of God, which man had lost, what did the Lord say? ‘Receive ye the Holy
Spirit: if ye forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven to them; if ye retain the sins of
any, they are retained.” And is it not plain and incontestable that the ordering of the
Church is effected through the Spirit? As it is said, ‘God set for Himself some in the
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Church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then works of power, then gifts
of healings, helps, governments... [1 Cor.12:28]’; for this order is ordained in
accordance with the division of the gifts that are of the Spirit.” [On the Spirit, Ch.
XVI (39), in Nicene, 2™ Ser., VI11:25.]
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[Christ’s disciples] were able to receive [the Spirit] on three occasions: before he was
glorified by the passion, after he was glorified by the resurrection and after his
ascension... Now the first of these manifests him-the healing of the sick and casting out
of evil spirits and so does that breathing on them after the resurrection, which was
clearly a divine inspiration. And so too the present distribution of the fiery tongues,
but the first manifested him indistinctly, the second more expressly, this present one
more perfectly, since he is no longer present only in energy but... substantially
associating us and dwelling in us [On the Pentecost, Oration 41.11].
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To all the apostles, after his resurrection, he gives an equal power and says, “As the
Father has sent me, even so send I you: Receive the Holy Spirit. Whoever’s sins you
remit, they shall be remitted to him. And whoever’s sins you retain, they shall be
retained.” And yet, that he might promote unity, he arranged by his authority the origin
of that unity, as beginning from one... So that the beginning proceeds from unity. And
this one Church, also, the Holy Spirit in the Song of Songs designated in the person of
our Lord, saying, “My dove my spotless one, is but one. She is the only one of her
mother, elect of her that bore her” [the Unity of the Church].
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The blessed Baptist added to the word spirit the active and meaningful phrase “and with
fire”. This was not to imply that through Christ we shall be baptized with fire but
indicate through the designation fire that the life-giving energy of the Sprit is given.
[Fragment 27].
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“To be able to impart the Spirit to men suits not anyone whatsoever of things created,
but, together with God’s other attributes, is the distinct property of almighty God
alone.” [Hom. 11, Commentary on Luke, Ch. 3, 79.]
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“It was not a dove that descended, but the Holy Spirit ‘as a dove [Mt. 3:16; Mk.1:10].’
Luke, however, added that ‘the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily shape as a dove upon
Him [Lk. 3:22].” You must not think that this was an incarnation, but an appearance.
He, then, brought the appearance before him, that by means of the appearance he might
believe who did not see the Spirit, and that by the appearance He might manifest that
He had a share of the one honor in authority, the one operation in the mystery, the one
gift in the bath, together with the Father and the Son..... And he said fittingly, ‘He
abode on Him,” because the Spirit inspired a saying or acted upon the prophets as often
as He would, but abode always in Christ. Nor, again, let it move you that he said ‘upon
Him,” for he was speaking of the Son of Man, because He was baptized as the Son of
Man. For the Spirit is not upon Christ, according to the Godhead, but in Christ; for, as
the Father is in the Son, and the Son in the Father, so the Spirit of God and the Spirit of
Christ is both in the Father and in the Son, for He is the Spirit of His mouth.... He is,
then, not over Christ according to the Godhead of Christ, for the Trinity is not over
Itself, but over all things: It is not over Itself but in Itself.” [Of the Holy Spirit, Bk. III,
Ch. I, 11 3-6, in Nicene, 2™ Ser., X:136.]
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He is simple in nature, manifold in powers, wholly present in each single one, and
whole and entire in all places. Impassively divided, yet wholly bestowed, like the rays
of the sun whose favor each enjoys as though it shone for him alone. So the Spirit, to
each one who received Him, as though given to Him alone, pours forth sufficient and
perfect grace to each one. He is enjoyed by each one, not in the measure of His power,
but of each one’s capacity. The Spirit is not united to the soul but drawing near to it
in place.... [On the Holy Spirit, ch. IX(22,23), in Toal, 111:8,9; cf. Nicene, 2™ Ser.,
VIII:15, 16, or P.G. 31.]
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How then did the prophets prophesy and work ten thousand miracles? For the apostles
cast not out demons by the Spirit, but by the authority received from Him, as He says
Himself, ‘And if I by Beelzebul cast out the demons, by whom do your sons cast them
out?’[Mt. 12:27] And this He said, signifying that before the Cross not all cast out
demons by the Spirit, but that some did so by the authority received from Him.... Now
when He sent them, it does not say, ‘He gave them the Holy Spirit,” but that ‘He gave to
them authority [Mt. 10:1],” to ‘be cleansing lepers, raising the dead, casting out
demons; freely ye received, freely give [Mt. 10:8]."...In the case of the prophets, all
confess that the gift was that of the Holy Spirit. But this grace was restricted and
departed and was wanting from the earth.... Since then the Holy Spirit was withheld,
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but was for the future to be shed forth abundantly -- and since the beginning of this
imparting was after the Cross, not only as to its abundance, but also as to the increased
greatness of the gifts — for this cause He adds, ‘The Holy Spirit was not yet given.’...
Now those of old indeed had the Spirit, but were not able to impart Him to others, while
the apostles filled tens of thousands.” [Hom. 51, P.G. 59: 300, 301 (col. 284).]
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