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But having the mystery of God in our heart, we should in

fear keep faithfully what has been told us by the blessed
A



prophets. That way, when those things come to pass, we

may be prepared for them and not deceived.!
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! Ante-Nicene Fathers, Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids,
Michigan, 1979, Vol. 5, Hippolytus p. 215.
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He shall come from heaven with glory, when the man of
apostasy, who speaks strange things against the Most

High, will venture to do unlawful deeds on the earth

against us Christians.*
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% Ibid., Ante-Nicene Fathers, Vol. 1, Justin Martyr p. 253, 254.
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Once this Antichrist has devastated everything is this
world, he will reign for three years and six months... And

then the Lord will come from heaven in the clouds.’
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“For a time, times, and a half’. By this, he indicated the

three and a half years of the Antichrist.°
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*|bid., Ante Nicene Fathers, Vol. 1, Irenaeus p. 560.

s|bid., Ante Nicene Fathers, Vol. 5, Hippolytus p.190.
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The Antichrist will come as a man. Isaiah says, “This is

- \\

the man who arouses the earth, who disturbs kings, who

makes the whole earth a desert [Isa. 14:16].”’
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And who is he? Is it Satan then? Not at all, but he is a

man that accepted all of Satan’s energy.®

" Ibid., Ante Nicene Fathers, Vol. 5, Cyprian p. 556.
®Nicene & Post Nicene Fathers, series 1, Eerdmans Publishing Company,
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1979, Chrysostomos, Vol. 13, Hom. 3 on 2

Thessalonians.
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Jeremiah does not merely point out the Antichrist’s

sudden coming, but he even indicates the tribe from

which he will come, when he says, “We will hear the

voice of his swift horses from Dan [Jer 8:16].”
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2 Ibid., Ante Nicene Fathers, Vol. 1, Irenaeus p.559.

© Jamieson, R. Fauset, A.R. Faussset, Ar.R. Brown, D., & Brown, D. 1997.
A commentary, critical and explanatory, on the OIld and New

Testaments. On spine: Critical and explanatory commentary.
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He says, “Dan is a lion’s whelp” [Deut. 33:22]. And in
naming the tribe of Dan, he clearly declared the tribe
from which the Antichrist is destined to spring. Just as
Christ comes from the tribe of Judah, so the Antichrist is

to come from the tribe of Dan.!!
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1 Ibid., Ante Nicene Fathers, Vol. 5, Hippolytus p.207.
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But he indicates the number of the name now, that when
this man comes we may avoid him, being aware who he
is: the name, however, is suppressed, because it is not
worthy of being proclaimed by the Holy Spirit. For if it
had been declared by Him, he (Antichrist) might perhaps
continue for a long period. But now as “he was, and is

not, and shall ascend out of the abyss, and goes into
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perdition,” as one who has no existence; so neither has
his name been declared, for the name of that which does

not exist is not proclaimed. !*
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12 Ibid., Ante Nicene Fathers, vol. 1, Irenaeus Against Heresies, Book 5,
chapter 30.
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If there are many names found possessing this number
[666], it will be asked which of them will the coming man
bear. | do not say this because of a lack of names that
contain the number of the name. Rather, | say it out of
fear of God and zeal for the truth... | will not incur the

risk of dogmatically announcing the name of the
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Antichrist. For if it were necessary that his name should
be distinctly revealed in this present time, it would have

been announced by him who beheld the apocalyptic
3

vision.!
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And the number is six hundred and sixty—six. That is, six
times a hundred, six times ten, and six units. This
represents a summing up of the whole of that apostasy

that has taken place...!?

3 |bid., Ante Nicene Fathers, vol. 1, Irenaeus, p.559.

14 Ibid., Ante Nicene Fathers, vol. 1, Irenaeus, p.557.
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Fittingly, therefore, shall his name possess the number
666, since he sums up in his own person all the
commixture of wickedness that took place previous to the
deluge... For Noah was six hundred years old when the
deluge came upon the earth, sweeping away the
rebellious world, for the sake of that most infamous
generation that lived in the times of Noah. And
[Antichrist] also sums up every error of devised idols
since the flood, together with the slaying of the prophets
and the cutting off of the just. For that image that was
set up by Nebuchadnezzar had indeed a height of sixty
cubits, while the breadth was six cubits; on account of
which Ananias, Azarias and Misael, when they did not
worship it, were cast into a furnace of fire, pointing
prophetically, by what happened to them, the wrath
against the righteous that shall arise towards the [time of

the] end. For that image, taken as a whole, was a
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prefiguring of this man’s coming, decreeing that he
should undoubtedly himself alone be worshiped by all
people. Thus, then, the six hundred years of Noah, in
whose time the deluge occurred because of the
apostasy, and the number of the cubits of the image for
which these just men were sent into the fiery furnace, do
indicate the number of the name of that man in whom is
concentrated the whole apostasy of six thousand years,
and unrighteousness, and wickedness and false

prophecy, and deception.””
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1> Ibid., Ante Nicene Fathers, vol. 1, Irenaeus, Against Heresies, p.558.
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For what mark of Antichrist is yet wanting?... Did not the

Arians and the Gentiles offer those sacrifices in the great

church of Caesareum, and utter their blasphemies

16 Ibid., N. & P.N. Fathers, Vol. 4, St. Athanasius, Letter 50 To Lucifer, p.
561.
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against Christ..? And does not the vision of Daniel thus
describe antichrist; that he shall make war with the
saints, and prevail against them, and exceed all that
have been before him in evil deeds and shall humble
thee kings, and speak words against the Most High, and

shall think to change times and laws?*’
B ol Ll Gldle e ol agealyy Y ad
el ASll 3 <L b3 smas Vs Ol
Ls) el all $isall s aghialay Jgadais o paid
Ol 1z Lys giay Cige 43l "malia’ Ll
ppill Jd¥) 8 i o0 IS Lo Baiig aealig
oo 4l phuy el s OIS Al cglall puag
A | PREAEAN]

LRI il it Gt "k |- @ "
e AR C_)MJ\ loa d,wss gy Uialea sy

A SR B Guldg 4 s agha 3 lgd) 20 L
(EeY Y um)'; A Tk A8

N & PN Fathers, Vol. 4, St. Athanasius, History of the Arians, point 74,
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The prophet sets forth these things concerning the
Antichrist, who will be shameless, a war—-monger, and a
despot. Exalting himself above all kings and above every

god.'®
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Let us look also at his actions. He will call together all
the people to himself, about of every country of the
Dispersion, making them his own, as though they were
his own children. He will promise to restore their country
and reestablish their kingdom and nation, in order that he

may be worshipped by them as God."”

18 Ibid., Ante Nicene Fathers, vol. 5, Hippolytus, p. 184.
' Ibid., Ante Nicene Fathers, vol. 5, Hippolytus, p. 215.
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He.. will be against God. He will abolish all the gods and
command all to be paying him homage instead of God,
he will be seated in the temple of God not that in
Jerusalem only, but in the churches everywhere,
‘showing himself that he is God’. He did not say,
‘Saying (he is God), but attempting to show himself. For

he shall work great works, and show signs of wonder.?
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20 Ibid., N. & P.N. Fathers, series 1, Vol. 13, Hom. 3 on 2 Thessalonians.
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By means of the events that will occur in the time of the
Antichrist, it is shown that he, being an apostate and a
robber, is anxious to be worshipped as God... For he is
endowed with all of the power of the devil. He will come-
not as a righteous king, nor as a legitimate king in
subjection to God-but as an unholy, unjust, and lawless
one... Daniel, foresaw the end of the last kingdom (of
the ten last kings), among whom the kingdom of those
men will be partitioned and upon whom the son of

perdition will come.?
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The Lord also spoke as follows to those who did not

believe in Him: “| have come in my Father’s name, and

ye have not received Me: when another shall come in
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his own name, him ye will receive”, calling Antichrist “the

other”, because he is alienated from the Lord.??
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chapter 25.
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He will be seated in the temple of God not that in

Jerusalem only, but in the churches everywhere.**
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Antichrist shall perform great wonders, so that he can
even cause fire to descend from heaven upon the earth
in the sight of men, and he shall lead the inhabitants of
the earth astray. Let no one imagine that he performs
these wonders by divine power, but by the working of
magic. And we must not be surprised if, since the
demons and apostate spirits are at his service, he
through their means, performs wonders, by which he

leads the inhabitants of the earth astray.?®
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He shall kill them because they will not give glory to
Antichrist. For this is meant by the little horn that grows
up. He, being now elated in heart, begins to exalt
himself, and to glorify himself as God, persecuting the
saints and blaspheming Christ, even as Daniel says [7:8,
211.7%

138 . isal) aual daall Llany () LegdY Loghits Cagun 5o
Care 48 8 g L el ) juall Gl dsadall s
laghiae AllS Al daang Al alay ud 4
Malin X 0y JB WS o) o Basay (ponsil
o 4G Gaalfy g b e AT O3 135 oAl

*’ Ibid., Ante Nicene Fathers, vol. 5, Hippolytus, p.213-214.
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But when this Antichrist shall have devastated all things
in this world, he will reign for three years and six months;
and then the Lord will come from heaven in the clouds,

in the glory of the Father, sending this man and those

who follow him into the lake of fire; but bringing in for the

righteous the times of the kingdom, that is, the rest..”*’

43 Ibid., Ante Nicene Fathers, vol. 1, Irenaeus Against Heresies, Book 5,
chapter 30.
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When Antichrist has come, and of his own accord
concentrates in his own person the apostasy, and
accomplishes whatever he shall do according to his own
will and choice, so that his dupes may adore him as the
Christ —for which reason also shall he deservedly be cast
into the lake of the fire. This will happen according to
divine appointment, God by His prescience foreseeing all
this, and at the proper time sending such a man, that
they may believe the lie, that they all may be judged who
did not believe the truth, but consented to the

unrighteousness.”**

44 Ibid., Ante Nicene, Vol. 1, Irenaeus, Against Heresies, Book 5 chapter
28 p. 557
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After iniquity shall have multiplied, and all creatures have
become defiled, then divine justice shall appear, and
shall wholly destroy the people, and, the man of iniquity
shall be revealed upon the earth, the seducer of men

and the disturber of the whole earth.”*
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* Toal, “Sermon on Antichrist and the End and Consummation,” Sunday
Sermons of the Great Fathers, 3d ed., Vol IV: 355-358.
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Such is the nature of good things: they not only correct
that which is akin to them, but also destroy the opposite-
and in this way is their power most displayed. For so
fire, not only whenever it gives light, and whenever it
purifies gold, but also whenever it consumes thorns, it
very greatly displays its proper strength. And Christ too
herein also demonstrates His own majesty whenever He
shall consume the Antichrist with the breath of His

mouth.%0

oty b ozaan ¥ Ll cdallall el danh o
O Aanhall 03gag calias g8 Lo Ao oalt K (dadd
G0 Leie o o; oo Ladie Jagd ¢ Ul 13K L LgsUal
ks Aaldl) g i e 3)ad baie oK1 ccadl
faall-da 3 L Galall Dl (o Liad sl

Fougii ) uadl) J g2
Daniel too, looking forward to the end of the last

kingdom, i.e., the ten last kings, amongst whom the

% Chrysostom, Hom. 5 on 2 Cor. 2:16, P.G. 61:468 col. 430.
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kingdom of those men shall be partitioned, and upon
whom the son of perdition shall come, declares that ten
horns shall spring from the beast, and that another little
horn shall arise in the midst of them, and that three of
the former shall be rooted up before his face. He says:
“And, behold, eyes were in this horn as the eyes of a
man, and a mouth speaking great things, and his look
was more stout than his fellows. | was looking, and this
horn made war against the saints, and prevailed against
them, until the Ancient of days came and gave judgment
to the saints of the most high God, and the time came,
and the saints obtained the kingdom.” Then, further on,
in the interpretation of the vision, there was said to him:
“The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth,
which shall excel all other kingdoms, and devour the
whole earth, and tread it down, and cut it in pieces. And
its ten horns are ten kings which shall arise; and after
them shall arise another, who shall surpass in evil deeds
all that were before him, and shall overthrow three kings;
and he shall speak words against the most high God,
and wear out the saints of the most high God, and shall

purpose to change times and laws; and [everything] shall

A



be given into his hand until a time of times and a half
time,” that is, for three years and six months, during
which time, when he comes, he shall reign over the
earth. Of whom also the Apostle Paul again, speaking in
the second [Epistle] to the Thessalonians, and at the
same time proclaiming the cause of his advent, thus
says: “And then shall the wicked one be revealed, whom
the Lord Jesus shall slay with the spirit of His mouth,
and destroy by the presence of His coming; whose
coming [i.e., the wicked one’s] is after the working of
Satan, in all power, and signs, and portents of lies, and
with all deceivableness of wickedness for those who
perish; because they did not receive the love of the truth,
that they might be saved. And therefore God will send
them the working of error, that they may believe a lie;
that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth,

but gave consent to iniquity”
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When in the end the church will suddenly be caught
up from this, it is said, “there will be tribulation such as
has not been since the beginning, nor will be.” For this is
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the last contest of the righteous. When they overcome in

this contest, they are crowned with incorruption.*’
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47 Ibid., Ante Nicene Fathers, vol. 1, Irenaeus, p.558.
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