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THE BRITISH ORTHODOX CHURCH

of the British Isles

Protocol determining the relationship of the British Orthodox Church of
the British Isles (BOCBI) to the Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate of
Alexandria.

i- The British Orthodox Church of the British Isles is a local church, holding to
the historic faith and order of the Apostolic Church, committed to the
restoration of Orthodoxy among the indigenous population and desiring to
provide a powerful witness to the Orthodox Faith and Tradition in an
increasingly secular society.

2- The British Orthodox Church of the British Isles constituies a diocese of the
Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria, subject to the Pope and Patriarch
of Alexandria and the Holy Synod of the Coptic Orthodox Church. This
diocese is inseperable from the Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria.

3- The British Orthodox Church of the British Isles confesses the same faith as the
Coptic Orthodox Church and rejects all that the Coptic Orthodox Church
rejects.

4- The spiritual jurisdiction of the British Orthodox Church of the British Isles
shall extend to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the
Republic of Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands.

5- The Metropolitan of Glastonbury shall be the ruling bishop of this diocese. He
shall receive consecration at the hands of the Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria
and shall be a member of the Holy Syncd of the Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate
of Alexandria.

6- The Holy Myron will be received from the Pope and Pairiarch of Alexandria.

7- The Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria shall be named in the dxptychs of the
church for each service of prayer.

8- The British Orthodox Church of the British Isles.will use the service books
and ordinals authorised in the Coptic Orthodox Church.
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9- The Metropolitan of Glastonbury shall be the chairman of a permanent
liturgical commission which shall consider appropriate translations of the
Coptic Orthodox service books and the use of altemative forms of services
drawn from ancient Western Orthodox sources which may be adapted to the
. local situation. The Liturgical Commission may make recommendatiops to the
Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria but his decision shall be final.

10- - The British Orthodox Church of the British Isles shall have a local Synod
- under the chairmanship of the Metropolitan of Glastonbury for the conduct of
the day to day affairs of the church.

11-  If the needs of the local church require the consecration of assistant bishops or
. the erection of additional dioceses the local Synod of the British Orthodox
Church of the British Isles may submit the names of suitable candidates to the
Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and the Holy Synod of the Coptic Orthodox
Church for their consideration. In case this is accepted the Pope and Patriarch
shall conduct all consecrations to the episcopate. ’

12-  Inthe event of the erection of additional dioceses, the Metropolitan of
Glastonbury shall retain a primacy of honour within the British Orthodox
Church of the British Isles and will be ex officio chairman of the local synod.

13- a) The Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria reserves the right to designate bishops
for the Coptic Orthodox Community in the British Isles but their jurisdiction .
and authority shall not extend over the British Orthodox Church of the British
Isles which is under the direct oversight of the Pope and Patriarch of
Alexandria and the Holy Synod of the Coptic Orthodox Church.

b) The Coptic Orthodox Community is defined as consisting of Egyptians, or
those of Egyptian origin, including those who are bom in the British Isles;
families deriving from marriages between Egyptians and members of the

. indigenous population and their children; and those members of the indigenous
population received into the Coptic Orthodox Church.

14- A Standing Committee under the co-chairmanship of the Metropolitan of
Glastonbury and an appointed Coptic Orthodox bishop resident in the British
Isles shall exist for the exploration of ways of mutual co-operation and
discussion of issues of common concem. When the Pope and Patriarch of
Alexandria shall consider it appropriate he shall himself take the chair of this
comumittee or appoint some other Metropolitan or Bishop not resident in the
British Isles to do so on his behalf.

"15-  Inplaces where either the Coptic Orthodox Church or the British Orthodox
Church of the British Isles are unable to offer regular sacramental and pastoral
care to their members it shall be possible for members of eacl: of the two

communities {o resort to the others churches. ‘k &‘
C
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16- The Bn'ti;;h Orthodox Church of the British Isles will share the same Pascha as
the Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria but may use the Gregorian
Calendar for the celebration of its other fasts and festivals.

17-  The British Orthodox Church of the British Isles will maintain the same fasts as
the Coptic Orthodox Church.

18-  The British Orthodox Church of the British Isles will venerate all the saints and
martyrs of the Coptic Orthodox Church but may publish its own Synaxarion

for  the saints and martyrs of the British Isles which shall be subject to the approval
of the Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria.

19-  All theological institutes, seminaries and schools of the British Orthodox
Church of the British Isles shall be under the presidency of the Pope and
Patriarch of Alexandria. Candidates from the British Orthodox Church of the
British Isles shall be eligible for scholarships fo the Alexandrian Theological
Institute in Cairo according to the availability of those scholarships.

20-  The erection and establishment of all monastic houses shall be with the
agreement and consent of the Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria, who shall
thereafter remain the supreme head of all monasteries and npunneries within the
British Orthodox Church of the British Isles. Admission to the monasteries and
nunneries of the Coptic Orthodox Church shall be available to members of the
British Orthodox Church of the British Isles subject to the approval of the
appropriate monastic authority.

21-  Forall official and legal purposes, the name of the BOCBI shall be :
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ORTHODOX CHURCH OF THE BRITISH ISLES

SECRETARIAT

10 Heathwood Gardens, Charlton, London, SE7 8EP
Telephone : 081-854 3090 Fax : 081-244 7888

WE BELIEVE :

1. That our Lord Jesus Christ is perfect in His Divinity and perfect in His
Humanity. He made His Humanity one with His Divinity without
alteration, without mixture, without confusion .....

2. We believe that the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father (John 15 : 26).

3. We believe in the Nicene Creed.

4. We accept the three Ecumentcal councils [of Nicaea (325),
Constantinople (381), Ephesus (431)]

5. We believe in the sacraments of the church : the Baptism, the Holy
Chrisma (confirmation), the Confession, Eucharist, Priesthood,
Matrimony and the Unction of the Sick.

6. We believe in the effects of the Baptism :

¢ regeneration (John 3 : 5), Titus 3 : 5)

forgiveness of sins (Acts 2 : 38, Acts 22 : 16)

putting on Christ (Galatians 3 : 27)

salvation (Mark 16 : 16; Titus 3 : 5; 1 Peter 3 : 21)

In baptism we are buried with Christ and raised with Him

(Colossians 2: 12; Romans 6 : 4-6)

¢ we baptise by immersion
o we believe in infant baptism

7. We receive the Holy Spirit by the Holy Chnsma (1 John 2 : 20,27)
being annointed by the holy oil (Myron).

8. We believe in confession (Matthew 3 : 16; Acts 19 : 11)<>

9. We believe that priests have authority to remit and retain sins (John 20 :
23) and have the authority to bind and loose (Matthew 18 : 18).

10.We believe that in the Eucharist we take the body and blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 26 : 26-28; 1 Coninthians 11 : 27, 29; 1
Corinthians 10 : 16).

11.We believe in the unction of the sick (James 5 : 14-15)
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12.We believe that divorce may be permitted for the cause of adultery
(Matthew 5 : 32; Matthew 19 : 9; Mark 10 : 11, Luke 16 : 18) and for
apostasy (1 Corinthians 7 : 15).

13.We believe in monogamy and reject polygamy.

14.We do not accept ordination of women.

15.We have altars in our churches for the holy mass and raising incense
(Hebrews 13 : 15; Malachi 1 : 11; Revelation 5 : 8, Revelation 8 : 3-4)

16.We have icons in our churches and we believe in the intercession of the
saints and the angels.

17.We believe in the perpetual virginity of our Lady St. Mary.

18.We pray for the Dead (2 Timothy 1 : 18).

19.We reject the Purgatory.

20.We do not accept the primacy of Rome, nor the primacy of Peter.

21.We believe in fasting : the Lent, Wednesdays and Fridays and other
fastings. ’

22.We believe that faith without works is dead (James 2 : 18/20)

23.The Tradition is a source of our teaching.

24 The Church has its own rites.

25.We anathemitize the heresies of Jehova Witnesses and those of the
Seventh Day.

26.We anathematize Nestorianism and believe that St. Mary the Virgin is
the Theotokos (Mother of God), Luke 1 : 43.
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PROTOCOL

candidates to the Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and the Holy
Synod of the Coptic Orthodox Church for their consideration. In case
this is accepted the Pope and Patriarch shall conduct all consecrations
to the episcopate.

10. a) The Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria saves the right to designate
bishops for the Coptic Orthodox Community in France, but their
jurisdiction and authority shall not extend over the FCOC, which is
under the direct oversight of Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and
the Holy Synod of the Coptic Orthodox Church.

b) According to this protocol, the Coptic Orthodox Church in France
(COCEF) is defined as consisting of Egyptians, or those of Egyptian
origin, including those who are born in families deriving from
marriages between Egyptians and members of the indigenous
population and their children; and those members of the indigenous
population received into the Coptic Orthodox Church.

11. A Standing Committee under the co-chairmanship of the Metropolitan
of Toulon and an appointed Coptic Orthodox bishop resident in
France, shall exist for the exploration of ways of mutual co-operation
and discussion of issues of common concern. When the Pope ant
Patriarch of Alexandria shall consider it appropriate, he shall himself
take the chair of this committee or appoint some other metropolitan or
bishop not resident in France to do so on his behalf.

12. In places where either the Coptic Orthodox Church or the FCOC are

unable to offer regular sacramental and pastoral care to their

members, it shall be possible for members of each of the two
communities to resort to the other’s churches.

13. All theological institutes, seminaries and schools of the FCOC shall be
under the presidency of the Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria.
Candidates from the FCOC shall be eligible for scholarships to the
Alexandrian Theological Institute in Cairo according to the
availability of those scholarships.

14. The erection and establishment of all monastic houses shall be with the
agreement and consent of the Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria, who
shall thereafter remain the supreme head of all monasteries and
nunneries in France. Admission to the monasteries and nunneries of
the Coptic Orthodox Church shall be available to members of the
FCOC, subject to the approval of the appropriate monastic authority.
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15. For all official and legal purposes, the name of the FCOC shall be:
COPTIC ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE
The Apostolic See of Saint Mark
French Coptic Orthodox Church

16. This protocol has been signed, in four copies, in Cairo, the 18th of
June, 1994.

17. The nominations given in this protocol shall apply from the date of its
signature and shall replace any previous nominations.

Atbs A‘ﬁia’ka&iod
c(m&4%,7\, 18 /6 (1998
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PROTOCOL BETWEEN THE
COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH (COC)
AND THE ETHIOPIAN ORTHODOX
TEWAHIDO CHURCH (EOTC)

INTRODUCTION

The two Churches are linked by very intimate relations since
the early Centuries of Christianity, as both are sons of St. Mark
the Apostie. Such link was realized when St. Athanasius the
Apostolic, the 20th Pope of Alexandria, consecrated
Fromentious In the year 329 A.D, to be the first bishop of
Ethiopia, on the request of the two Ethiopian Christian kings
Abraha and Atsbeha, He was given the name of Abba Salama
and started his bishopric tn Ethiopia in the Year 330 A.D., and
is venerated as a Saint.

Through the consecration of Abba Salama, the Church of
Alexandria established the bishop’s seat for the Church of
Ethiopia, which then became part of the SEE of SAINT MARK,
the APOSTLE,

The Church of Alexardria continued to consecrate and send a
bishop to the seat of Ethiopia . With the expansion of the
pastoral duties in Ethiopia and by the request of the Ethiopian
Church, the Church of Alexandria started to consecrate several
bishops for the Ethiopian dioceses besides sending the
metropolitan. At the request of the EOTC, the Alexandrian
Church, in appreciation of the Church's growth, enthroned
Abune Basilios in 1959 as the first head of the EOTC.

Through the period from the fourth century till the middle of the
twentieth century, the Church of Alexandria was considered

Yoo



enthroned as heirs of the throne of the SEE of SAINT MARK,
from the fourth century until 1959, had been spiritual fathers
of the EQTC as well .

Caring for the relations between the two Churches and the
growth and continuity of the closer links, the two Churches
agreed to form a joint committee to solve the current problems
between them and to negotiate laying down the terms of
relations between the two Churches at present and in the
future.

After many initiatives and meetings, this joint committee met in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in February 1994 and laid down a
proposed protocol which, after the final amendment of one
article, was approved by the Holy Synods of both Churches in
March, 1994.

The joint committee was formed of the following nine members:

The Coptic delegation: The Ethiopian delegation:

1. H.G. Metropolitan Bishoy 1. H.G. Archbishop Mekarios
2. H.G. Bishop Antonious-Marcos 2. H.G. Archbishop Nathaniel
3. H.G. Bishop Moussa 3. H.G. Archbishop Gabriel

4. H.G, Bishop Serapion 4. H.G. Archbishop Timotheos

6. H.G. Archbishop Gerima

Article1:

For the sake of recognition of the hierarchical succession of the
EOTC, and in accordance with this protocol, the Church of
Alexandria recognizes the autocephally (independence) of the
EOQTC.

%@&m\ S
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Article I,

His Holiness, the Pope of Alexandria, being the successor of St.
Mark the Apostle, has the f[irst position of honour, in
accordance with the Church traditions, and the resolutions of
the canonical ecumenical councils confessed by the two
Churches and also due to the historical links between the two
Churches, in a manner that does not belittle the independent
status of the EOTC.

Article 11T :

The two Churches belong to the SEE of SAINT MARK and
confess one Orthodox Doctrine and each of them has her own
independence.

Article IV :

In order to manifest and affirm the spiritual relations between
the two Churches, H.H. the Pope of Alexandria and H.H. the
Patriarch of Ethiopia should be mentioned in the liturgical
prayers in the following occasions:

1- Whenever the heads of the two Churches meet

2- Whenever the head of one of the two Churches is celebrating
the liturgy.

3- Whenever a bishop or a priest celebrates a liturgical prayer
in the other Church, or during concelebrations .

4- Major feasts such as: Easter, Christmas, Epiphany, Holy
Cross.

The name of the Alexandrian Pope to be mentioned fir; these
occasions M
i
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Article V :

Each Church has her own Holy Synod to care for her affairs.
The resolutions of the two Synods should be exchanged
regularly.

Article VI ;

To assure the oncness in the Apostolic Orthodox faith and
Tradition, a general Holy Synod of both Churches should
convene together every three years, and whenever the need
arises. The place of meeting will rotate between Alexandria and
Addis Ababa starting with Alexandria.

Article VIL:

Each Church has the liberty to choose its own Patriarch: the
other Church should send a delegation of five members of the

Holy Synod to take part in the election process, having the right
to vote.

Article VIII ;

In any future consecration and enthronement of a patriarch for
cither one of the two Churches, a delegation should be sent
from the other Church to Invite her to participate. The type of
participation is to be negotiated at that time.

Article IX :

Both Churches should invite each other to participafe or
observe in all major occasions.

YoA



Article X ;

In meetings of official dialogues with other confessions. on
matters of faith, each Church will invite the other Church to
send at least one member of the Holy Synod to attend.

The two Churches will consult each other on world wide
ecumenlical affairs.

Article X1 :

Both Churches are committed not to depose and replace a
Patriarch or a Bishop of her own in his life time. unless his
deposition is decided by the Holy Synod of his Church, through
a canonical procedure.

Article XI1 ;

A permanent joint committee is to be formed out of the members
of the two Synods to monitor the implementation of this protocol
and to promote the cooperation of the two Churches in different
areas such as:

1- Exchange of visits of: Patriarchs, Metropolitans, Bishops,
Priests, Monks, Professors, Students and Deacons should be
encouraged.

2- Theological education.

3- Christian Education: Sunday schools, Youth and Family
programmes,

4- Social services and Development projects.

5- Pastoral Care: Both Churches should be given the chance to
extend their pastoral care to their people at each other's
country.
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Article XIII :

This protocol once approved by both Holy Synods and signed by
the patriarchs of the two Churches, will make any previous
agreement and/or protocol between the two Churches null and
void,

Article XIV ;

The text of this protocol, being approved by both Holy Synods
and signed by the Patriarchs of the two Churches, has come
into effect and should be publicized and circulated to all the
dioceses and parishes of both Churches.

Article XV :

This protocol has been prepared in the Amharic, Arabic and
English languages. If misunderstandings arise in matters of
interpretation. the English version shall prevail,

The above protocol of fifteen articles, together with the
introduction, a total of six pages, pursuant to article fourteen of
this protocol, it is hereby signed by the heads of both Churches
in April, 1994,

S~ 2N

— _—
—

Pope Shenouda III Ab ulbs
Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of Ethiopia
Patriarch of the See of St. Mark
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Joint communigué issued by the Heads of the Coptic Orthodox Church
C and the Ethiopian Orthod. ewah Church (EOT

on the occasion of the official visit of His Holiness Pope Shenouda III,
Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of the See of Saint Mark
to Ethiopia from April 11 to 13, 2008

In the Name Of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, One God.

In this historical moment of the visit of His Holiness Pope
Shenouda IIT, Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of the See of Saint
Mark upon the invitation of His Holiness Patriarch Paulos I of the
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church to Ethiopia, accompanied
by a delegation of the Coptic Orthodox Holy Synod members and
received by the Ethiopian Orthodox Holy Synod in Addis Ababa,
we together thank our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ for the
strong and historical relations between our two venerable Churches
and for the harmony we are achieving in our mutual visits both in

Egypt and Ethiopia.

We are looking forward to reinforcing the historical cooperation
between our two Churches in preserving our common Orthodox
Faith and Apostolic Tradition, following the teachings of our
common Holy Fathers Saint Mark the Evangelist, Saint Athanasius
the apostolic, Saint Kyril the great and Saint Dioscorus the
protector of the faith.
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We take this opportunity to jointly sign this document together on
behalf of our Churches asking all our clergy and people to activate
the protocol of fifteen articles approved by our two Holy Synods
and signed separately by ourselves in April 1994.

We, solemnly declare that guided by the Holy Spirit and on behalf
of our Churches clergy and peoples, subscribe our joint signatures
on this document.

May God bless the Coptic Orthodox Church (COC) an
Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church (EOTC)

= ‘oo damr
e ———s
Pope Shenouda 111 Abb¥Paulos I
Pope of Alexandria Patriarch of the Ethiopian
Patriarch of the See of St. Mark odox Tewahedo Church

Archbishop of Axum, and Echegue
of the See of St. Teklehaimanot
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PROTOCOL BETWEEN THE
COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH (COC)
AND THE ERITRIAN ORTHODOXCHURCH (EOC)

INTRODUCTION

The two Churches are linked by very intimate relations since the early
Centuries of Christianity, as both are sons of St. Mark the Apostle. Such link
was realized when St. Athanasius the Apostolic, the 20" Pope of Alexandria,
consecrated Fromentious in the year 329 A.D to be the first bishop of Eritrea
and Ethiopia. He was given the name of Abba Salama and started his bishopric
when he arrived first in Eritrea in the Year 330A.D., and is venerated as a
Saint.

Through the consecration of Abba Salama, the church of Alexandria
established the bishop’s seat for the Church of Eritrea and Ethiopia, which then
became part of the SEE of SAINT MARK, the APOSTLE.

The Church of Alexandria has been consecrating and sending bishops to
continue the pastoral mission of Abba Salama .

The Eritrian church expanded and now has about 1,700,000 members (One
million and seven hundred thousand), 1500 churches, 22 monasteries and
15,000 priests.

On July 1993, His Excellency Isaias Afeworki, President of the State of
Eritrea visited His Holiness Pope Shenouda III in his office in Cairo and
conveyed the wish of the State of Eritrea, its president, the temporary Holy
Synod of the Church and the people of Eritrea to have an independent Church
for an independent Eritrea. His Holiness Pope Shenouda III asked to receive an
Eritrian Church delegation in Cairo, representing the temporary Holy Synod,
carrying an official letter to discuss the matter and future steps. This delegation
met His Holiness Pope Shenouda III on 19 July 1993 and offered the official

letter expressing this request. .y
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His Holiness Pope Shenouda III wrote a letter dated 21 July, 1993 to His
Grace Bishop Phillipos, the head of the EOC and Synod expressing his
acceptance to form an Eritrean Synod of bishops and subsequently to ordain a
new Patriarch for the EOC, thereby recognizing the EOC as an independent
Church.

On 2 August 1993, the Eritrean temporary Synod in Asmara decided to
follow the advice of His Holiness Pope Shenouda III expressed in his letter, and
sent a letter forwarded by His Grace Bishop Philipos with a copy of the
resolutions signed by the Synod.

On 11 January 1994, His Holiness Pope Shenouda III received a letter from
the Fritrean Church informing him that five monk abbots had been elected to
become diocesan bishops for Eritrea .

The election was under the supervision of the vice-minister of Internal
Affairs of Eritrea. The names of the abbots elected were stated in that letter.

The Holy Synod of the Coptic Orthodox Church in a special meeting on 28
September 1993, approved all the arrangements with the EOC .

A Coptic delegation visited Asmara carrying a letter from His Holiness Pope
Shenouda 1II dated 24 May 1994 to “discuss all the preparations for the
ordination of the five new bishops, the place, the date, the dioceses and the
enthronement of the new patriarch of the Orthodox Church of Eritrea, when and
where to be ordained, and all other matters.”

The delegation met the temporary Holy Synod and discussed everything and
then met President Isaias.

The delegation came back from Asmara with an official letier dated 26 May
1994 carrying the names of the new bishops, their dioceses, the ordination to be
in Saint Mark Cathedral in Cairo, and the ordination of the patriafch also to be
in Cairo. Through negotiations, it was agreed that after the ordination of the
patriarch, His Holiness Pope Shenouda IIl would come to Asmara to enthrone
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The ordination of the new five Eritrian Orthodox Bishops took place in Saint
Mark Cathedral in Cairo on Pentecost of 1994, By His Holiness Pope Shenouda
III and the Coptic Holy Synod in a great celebration attended by thousands of
Coptic people and visitors.

Abouna Phillipos attended and participated in their ordination,and an
Eritrean delegation, clergy and lay people were present. The five bishops were
enthroned afterwards in their dioceses in Eritrea by the Eritrian Orthodox
Church .

On 15 April 1998 His Holiness Pope Shenouda III sent His Eminence
Metropolitan Bishoy to Asmara according to the request of the EOC to attend
the choosing of the Patriarch . Abouna Phillipos was chosen unanimously as the
only candidate by the Eritrian bishops in their Synod meeting held on 18 April,
1998 in Asmara. |

On 8 May 1998, the feast of Saint Mark, Abouna Phillipos was ordained as
the first patriarch of the EOC by His Holiness Pope Shenouda III, Coptic and
Eritrean Metropolitans and bishops, in a huge festival in the Cathedral of Saint
Mark in Cairo, atiended by thousands of clergy and lay people from both the
COC. and the EOC.

His Holiness Pope Shenouda III together with His Holiness Patriarch
Phillipos I and a Coptic Delegation will be going, God willing, to Asmara in
order to enthrone the first Patriarch of Eritrea on his seat in a joyful and huge
festival in Saint Mary Cathedral in Asmara, to be attended by President Isaias,
Government Dignitaries, visitors and the Eritrian People .
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This protocol was prepared and approved by the two holy Synods of the
COC and the EOC.

Article 1:
The Church of Alexandria recognizes the autocephally (independence) of the
EOC.

Article 2:

His Holiness the Pope of Alexandria, being the Successor of Saint Mark the
Apostle, has the first position of honour, in accordance with Church traditions
and the resolutions of the canonical ecumenical councils confessed by the two
Churches and also due to the historical links between the two Churches, in a
manner that does not belittle the independent status of the EOC.

Article 3:
The two Churches belong to the SEE of SAINT MARK and confess one
Orthodox Doctrine.

Article 4:

In order to manifest and affirm the spiritual relations between the two
Churches, His Holiness the Pope of Alexandria and His Holiness the Patriarch
of Eritrea should be mentioned in all the liturgical prayers The name of the
Alexandrian Pope to be mentioned first.

Article §:
Each Church has her own Holy Synod to care for her affairs. The resolutions
of the two Synods should be exchanged regularly.

Article 6:
To assure the unity in the Apostolic Orthodox faith and Tradition, a general
Holy Synod of both Churches should convene together every three years, and
whenever the need arises. 5
(ot
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(b

Article 7:

Each Church has the liberty to chose its own Patriarch. But in order to
consolidate the tight relations between the two Churches; the other Church wiil
send a delegation comprising of ten members of the Church, two diocesan
Bishops, two abbots of monasteries, and six other persons representing other
categories of Church members in order to attend the election process as
observers.

Article 8:

In any future consecration and enthronement of a Patriarch for either one of
the two Churches, a delegation should be sent from the other Church to invite
her to participate. The type of participation is to be negotiated at that time .

Article 9:
Both Churches should invite each other to participate in or observe all major
occasions.

Article 10;

In meetings of theological dialogues on matters of faith with other
confessions, which are not on the level of the Oriental Orthodox Family, the
two Churches shall form a common delegation,

Article 11:

Both Churches are committed not to depose and replace a Patriarchor a
Bishop of her own in his life time, unless his deposition is decided by the Holy
Synod of his Church, through a canonical procedure.

Article 12; .
A permanent joint committee is to be formed out of the members of the two
Synods for the cooperation of the two Churches in various areas such as:

Exchange of visits of: Patriarchs, Metropolitans, Bishops, Abbots, Priests,
Monks, Deacons, Professors, and Students should be encouraged.
Cooperation in Theological education.




(c) Christian Education: Sunday Schools, Youth and family prograruns.

(d) Social services and development projects .

(e) Pastoral Care: Both Churches should be given the chance to extend their
pastoral care to their people at each other’s country. '

Article 13: _

The text of this protocol, being approved by both Holy Synods and signed by
the Patriarchs of the two Churches, has come into effect and should.be
publicized and circulated to all the dioceses and parishes of both Churches

Article 14;
Any addition or amendments of this protocol should be discussed and
approved in the joint meeting of the two Holy Synods.

Article 15:

This protocol has been prepared in the Tigrigna, Arabic and English
languages. If misunderstandings arise in matters of interpretation, the English
version shall prevail.

The above protocol of fifteen articles, together with the introduction, a total
of six pages (in the English version), pursuant to article thirteen of this
protocol, it is hereby signed by the heads of both Churches in May, 1998.

——————

Mwﬁ ?'_"S_ 199 ¢
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His Holiness Pope Shenouda I11 His Holiness Abuna Phillipos
Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of Eritrea
Patriarch of the See of St. Mark
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COMMUNIQUE

* k * %

JOINT-COMMISSION
OF THE THEOLOGICAL DIALOGUE BETWEEN
THE ORTHODOX CHURCH AND THE ORIENTAL ORTHODOX NON-CHALCEDONIAN CHURCHES

(Chambésy, 10-15 December 1985)

* * * *

After two decades of unofficial theological consultations and meetings
(1964-1985), moved forward by the reconciling grace of the Holy Spirit, we,
the representatives of the two Families of the Orthodox Tradition, were
delegated by our Churches in their faithfulness to the Holy Trinity, and out
of their concern for the unity of the Body of Jesus Christ to take up our
theological dialogue on an official level.

We thank God, the Holy Trinity, the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit, for granting us the fraternal spirit of love and understanding which
dominated our Meeting throughout.

The first part of our discussions centered on the appellation of the
two Families in our Dialogue. Some discussion was also devoted to the four
unofficial Consultations of Aarhus (1964}, Bristol (1967}, Geneva (1970),
and Addis. Ababa (1971). It was thought that the studies and “agreed
statements" of these unofficial consultations as well as the studies of our
theologians could provide useful material for our official Dialogue.

A concrete form of methodology to be followed in our Dialogue was
adopted by the Joint-Commission. A Joint Sub-Committee of six theologians
was set up, three from each side, with the mandate to prepare common texts
for our future work.

For the next Meetings, whose aim would be to re-discover our common
grounds in Christology and Ecclesiology, the following main theme and
subsequent sub-themes were agreed upon:

"Towards a common Christology"

a) Problems of terminology

b) Conciliar formulations

c) Historical factors

d) Interpretation of Christological dogmas today.

Special thanks were expressed to the Ecumenical Patriarchate for
convening this official Dialogue, as well as for the services and facilities

which were offered for our first Meeting here in Chambésy, Geneva, at the
Orthodox Centre.

We hope that the faithful of our Churches will pray with us for the
continuation and succes of our work.

+ Prof. Dr. CHRYSOSTOMOS KONSTANTINIDIS + BISHOP BISHOY
METROPOLITAN-OF MYRA COPTIC ORTHODOX CHURCH

ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE Co-President of the Commission
Co-President of the Commission : .

YAT



Communique

Joint Commission of the Theological Dialogue

between the Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches

(Anba Bishoy Monastery, Egypt)
20 - 24 June, 1989

The second meeting of the joint Commission of the Theological Dialégue
. between the Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches took place
at the Anba Bishoi Monastery in Wadi-El-Natroun, Egypt from june 20th to
24th, 1989.

The official representatives of the two families of churches of the
Orthodox Churches met -in an atmosphere of warm cordiality and christian
brotherhood for four days at the guest house cf the Patriarchal residence
at the Monastery, and experienced the gracious hospitality and kindness

of the Coptic Orthodox Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and his church.

His Holiness Pope and Patriarch Shenouda addressed the opening
session of the meeting and appealed to the participants to find a way
to restore communion between the two families of Churches. The participants
also travelled to Cairo to listen to the weekly address of Pope Shenouda
to thousands of the faithful in the Great Cathedral of Cairo. Pope Shenouda

also received the participants at his residence later.

The twenty three participants came from thirteenth countries and
represented 13 churches, ( list of participants attached ). The main
item for consideration was the report of the Joint Sub-Committee of six
theologians on the problems of terminology and interpretation of Christo-
logical dogmas today. The meetings were co-chaired by His Eminence
Metrovolitan Damaskinos of Switzerland and His Grace Bishop Bishoi of
Damiette. In his response to Pope Shenouda Metropolitan Damaskinos appealed
to the participants to overcome difficulties caused by differences of
formulation. Words should serve and expréss the essence, which is our
common search for restoration of full communion. " This division is an
anomaly, a bleeding wound in the body of Christ, a wound which

according to His will that we humbly serve, must be healed ".

A small drafting group composed of Metropolitan Paulos Mar Gregorios
of New Delhi, Professor Vlassios Phidas, Prof. Fr. John Romanides, Prof.
Dimitroff, and Mr. Joseph Moris Faltas produced a brief statement of
faith based on the report of the joint subcommittee, in which the common

oyt Drerinn o Biby Bishey W
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Christological convictions of the two sides were expressed. This statsment
after certain modifications, was adopted by the Joint Commission for
transmission to our churches, for their approval and as an expression for
our common faith, on the way to restoration of full communion between

the two families of Churches. The statement follows :
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JOINT-COMMISSION OF THE THEOLOGICAL DIALOGUE BETWEEN
THE  ORTHODOX CHURCH AND
THE ORIENTAL ORTHODOX CHURCHES
Orthodox Centre of Ecumenical Patriarchate Geneva
September 23 - 28, 1990

INTRODUCTION

The third meeting of the Joint Commission of the Theological
pialogue between the Orthodox Church end the Oriental Orthodox Churches
took place at the Orthodox Centre of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,

Chambesy, Geneva, from September 23rd to 28th, 1990.

The official representatives of the two families of the Orthodox
Churches and their advisors met in an atmosphere of prayerful waiting on
the Holy Spirit and warm, cordial, christian brotherly affection. We
experienced thg gracious and generous hospitality of His Holiness
Patriarch Dimitrios I, through of His Eminence Metropolitan Damaskinos
of Switzerland in the Orthodox Centre of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. We
were also received two grand receptions, one at the residence of
Metropolitan Damaskinos and the other at the residence of His Excellency
Mr. Kerkinos, the Ambassador of Greece to the United Nations, and Mrs

Kerkinos.

The 34 participants (see list of participants) came from Austria,
Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finnland, Greece,
India, Lebanon, Poland, Switzerland, Syria, U.K., U.S.A., U.S.S.R.
(Russian Church, Georgian Church and Armepnian Church), and Yugoslavia.
The six days of meetings were co-chaired by His Eminence Metropolitan
Damaskinos of Switzerland and His Grace Metropolitan Bishoi of Damiette.
His Eminence Metropelitan Damaskinos in his inaugural address exhorted
the participants to ‘work in a spirit of bumility, brotherly love and
mutual recognition” so that "the Lord of the Faith and Head of His
Church” will guide us by the Holy Spirit on the speedier way towards

unity and communion. . (;' o \ 0 .
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The meeting received two reports, one from its Theological
Sub—Committee, which met at the Orthodox Centre, Chambésy (20-22, 1990),
and the other from its Sub—Committee on Pastoral Relations, which met at
the Anba Bishoy Monastery, Egypt (Jan. 31— Febr. 4, 1990). The following
papers which had been presented to the Theological Sub-Committee were
distributed to the participants:

1. Dogmatic Formulations and Anathemas by Local and Kcumenical
Synods within their Social Context - Revd Prof. John S.
Romanides, Church of Greece.

2. Anathemas and Conciliar Decisions — Iwo issues to be settled
for Restoration of Communion Among Oriental Orthodox and
Eastern Orthodox Churches - Dr. Paulos Mar Gregorios,
Metropolitan of Delhi, Orthodox Syrian Church of the East.

3. Historical Factors and the Council of Chalcedon - Fr. T.
Malaty, Coptic Orthodox Church.

4. Historical Factors and the Terminology of the Synod of
Chalcedon (451) - Prof. Dr. Vlassios Phidas, Greek Orthodox
Patriarchate of Alexandria.

5. Interpretation of Christological Dogmas Todsy - Metropolitan
George Khodr - Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch.

6. Interpretation of Christological Dogmas Today — Bishop Mesrob
Krikorian, Armenian Apostolic Church of Etchmiadzin.

The six papers and the two Sub—Committee reports, along with the
"Summary of Conclusions” of the Fourth Unofficial Conversations at Addis
Ababa (1971) which was appended to the report of the Theological
Sub—Committee, formed the basis of our intensive and friendly discussion
on the issues and actions to be taken. A drafting committee composed of
Metropolitan George Khodr, Metropolitan Paulos Mar Gregorios, Archbishop
Kashishian, Archbishop Garima, Revd Prof. John Romanides, Metropolitan
Matta Mar Rustathius (Syria), Prof. Ivan Dimitrov (Bulgaria) with Prof.
V. Phides and Bishop Krikorian as co-secretaries, produced the draft for
the Second Agreed Statement and Recommendations to Churches. Another
drafting Committee composed of Prof. Papavassiliou (Cyprus), Bishop
Christoforos (Czechoslovekia), Metropolitan Paulos Mar Gregorios and
Ligaselttanat Habtemariam (Ethiopia), with Fr. Dr. George Dragas as
secretary, produced the draft for the Recomendnmr::ﬁon Pastoral 1ssues.
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The folowing is the text of the unanimously approved Second Agreed
Statement and Recommendations.

SECOND AGREED STATEMENT
AND RECOMMENDATIONS
TO THRE CHURCHES

The first Agreed Statement on Christology (Annex 1) adopted by the
Joint Commission of the Theological Dialogue between the Orthodox and
Oriental Orthodox Churches, at our historic meeting at the Anba Bishoy
Monastery, Egypt, from 20t? to 24th June 1989 forms the basis of this
Second Agreed Statement on the following affirmations of our common
faith and understanding, and recommendations on steps to be taken for
the communion of our two families of Churches in Jesus Christ our Lord,

who prayed "that they all may be one".

1. Both families agree in condemning the Eutychian heresy. Both
families confess that the Logos, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity,
only begotten of the Father before the ages and consubstantial with Him,
was incarnate and was born from the Virgin Mary Theotokos; fully
consubstantial with us, perfect man with soul, body and mind (volg); he
was crucified, died, was buried, and rose from the dead on the third
day, ascended to the Heavenly Father, where He sits on the right hand of
the Father as Lord of all Creation. At Pentecost, by the coming of the
Holy Spirit He manifested the Church as His Body. We look forward to His

coming again in the fullness of His glory, according to the Scriptures.

2. Both families condemn the Nestorian heresy and the
crypto-Nestorianism of Theodoret of Cyrus. They agree that it is not
sufficient merely to say that Christ is consubstantial both with His
Father and with us, by nature God and by nature man; it is necessary to
affirm also that the Logos, Who is by nature God, became by nature Man,

by His Incarnation in the fullness of time.
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3. Both families agree that the Hypostasis of the Logos became
composite (oUv@etog) by uniting to His divine uncreated nature with its
natural will and energy, which He has in common with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, created bhuman nature, which He assumed at the Incarnation

and made His own, with its natural will and energy.

4. Both families agree that the natures with their proper energies
and wills are united hypostatically and naturally without confusion,
without change, without division and without separation, and that they
are distinguished in thought alone (tfi 8ewpiq uévn) .

6. Both families agree that He who wills and acts is always the

one Hypostasis of the Logos incarnate.

6. Both families agree in rejecting interpretations of Councils
which do not fully agree with the Horos of the Third Ecumenical Council

and the letter (433) of Cyril of Alexandria to John of Antioch.

7. The Orthodox agree that the Oriental Orthodox will continue to
maintain their traditional cyrillian terminology of ‘"ope nature of the
incarnate Logos” ("nia g@UoLg TOU 8e0U Adyou oeoaprwpévy "), since they
acknowledge the double consubstantiality of the Logos which Eutyches
denied. The Orthodox also use this terminology. The Oriental Orthodox
agree that the Orthodox are justified in their use of the two-natures
formula, since they acknowledge that the distinction is "in thought
alone” ( "tfi Gewpig pévp™. Cyril interpreted correctly this use in his
letter to John of Antioch and his letters to Acacius of Melitene (PG 77,
184-201), to Bulogius (PG 77, 224-228) and to Succensus (PG 77, 228-245).

8. Both families accept the first three Ecumenical Councils, which
form our common heritage. In relation to the four later Councils of the
Orthodox Church, the Orthodox state that for them the s8bove points 1-7
are the teachings also of the four later Councils of the Orthodox
Church, while the Oriental Orthodox consider this statement of the
Orthodox as their interpretation. With this understending, the Oriental

Orthodox respond to it positively. . i“\D f e
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In relation to the teaching of the Seventh Ecumenical Council of
the Orthodox Church, the Oriental Orthodox agree that the theology and
practice of the veneration of icons taught by that Council are in basic
agreement with the teaching and practice of the Oriental Orthodox from
ancient times, long before the convening of the Council, and that we

have no disagreements in this regard.

9. In the light of our Agreed Statement on Christology as well as
of the sbove common affirmations, we have now clearly understood that
both families have always loyally maintained the same authentic Orthodox
Christological faith, and the unbroken continuity of the apostolic
tradition, though they may have used Christological terms in different
ways. It is this common faith and continuous loyalty to the Apostolic

Tradition that should be the basis of our unity and communion.

10. Both families agree that all the anathemas and condemnations
of the past which now divide us should be lifted by the Churches in
order that the last obstacle to the full unity and communion of our two
families can be removed by the grace and power of God. Both families
agree that the lifting of anathemas and condemnations will be
consummated on the basis that the Councils and Fathers previously

anathematized or condemned are not heretical.

We therefore recommend to our Churches the following practical

steps:

A. The Orthodox should 1ift all anathemas and condemnations
against all Oriental Orthodox Councils and fathers whom they

have anathematised or condemned in the past.

B. The Oriental Orthodox should at the same time 1lift all
anathemas and condemnations againat all Orthodox Councils and

fathers, whom they have anathematised or condemned in the
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C. The manner in which the anathemas are to be lifted should be
decided by the Churches individually.

Trusting in thé power of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth,
Unlty and Love, we submit this Agreed Statement and Recommendations to
our venerable Churches for their consideration and action, praying that
thd same Spirit will lead us to that unity for which our Lord prayed and
prays.

Signatures

of the Second Agreed Statement and Recommendations to the Churches—Chambesy ,

28 sc?{e mber{3a0
Al tn Dunatey Aol Yol B

Metropolitan Damaskinos Metropolitan Bishoi

Co-President Co-President

{Coptic Orthodox Church)

B-ishop bu. sesol K Kkouons—

Prof. Vlassios Phidas Bishop Dr. Mesrob Krikorian
Co~Secretary Co—-Secretary
(Greek Orth. Patr. Alexandria) (Armenian Church of Etchmiadzin)

Heaagis A, ] o1 Fgreint

Hetropoiitan Dr.‘Paulos Mar Gregorios

(Ecumenical Patriarchate) (Orth. Syrian Church of the East)
U —
, JC«F%% M-mé[af.
etropo(;;an Chrysostomos Doctorate Joseph M. Faltas
of Peristerion Assistant Co-Secretary
(Ef umenical Patriarchate) (Coptic Orthodox Church)
+ xcu-enl a:chate + Coptic.Orthodox Church
—
T »
Prof. Father George Dragas Bishop Serapion
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Signatures of the Second Agreed Statement and Recommendations to the Churches,Chambesy,
28 September 1990

Orthodox members
+ Greek Orth. Patr.

S

Metropolitan Petros of Aksum

4 Greek Orth. Patr. Antioch
jn. Arsr Speadd

’

fﬂél\—‘,"" & 0w &‘AAJ\-/-\

. S
Metropolitan George Khodr

+ Russian Patriarchate

\% 3&?5 0/?'677@

Mr Nikolai Zabolotski

Ny

Kr G igorij SkobeJ

+ Serbian Patriarchate

Proéf. sto;a%%gl

+ Bulgarian Patriarchate

Dr. Ivan Zhelev Dimitrov

+ Georgian Patriarchate

#ﬁg"—c"—ﬁ

Metropolitan David of Sukhum

=

Mr Boris Gagua

quy,&,n

Oriental Orthodox members

+
/
Father Tadros Y. Malaty =«

}ifv-'-dchu‘fc
+ Syrian Ortbodoonf Antioch

;_4_73’)2-@”4_’ —

Metropolitan Eustathius Matta Rouhm

+ Armenian Church of Etchmiadzin

(see co-secretary)

+ Catholicosate of Cilicia

Archbishop Aram Keshishian

W%M

Archbishop Hesrob Ashdj 136,‘

+ Orth. Syrian Church of the East

K-

Father George Kondortha

+ Ethiopian Orthodox Churc

Rev. K am Warkineh
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Signatures
of the Second Agreed Statement and Recommendations to the Churches
Chambésy, 28 September 1990

+ Church of Cyprus

f,L'Oéa@QfA Cwf Bq/ﬁw%{

Horepiskopos Barnabas of Salamis

Prof. Andre&s—?apavasili,og
W: o

+ Church of Greece

'}'5 I\/' »uo{«ékyzlol 2£ Ry

Metropolitan Mel Nikopolj

t Polish Orthodox Church

T4 hie Spesd
A Mes pndasoy Dariasass's Vi

Bishop Jeremiasz of Wroclaw

+ Orthodox Church in Czechoslovakia

+ K

Bishop Christoforos of Olomouc

w;(\\;wj(

Father Joseph 'Hauser

4 Finnish Orthodox Church
Ia Ir Speo 0'(
P4 Me “"f-l)g - ,2« ~Sensny

Father Heikki Huttunen
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JOINT COMMISSION OF THE THEOLOGICAL DIALOGUE
BETWEEN THE ORTHODOX CHURCH AND
THE ORIENTAL ORTHODOX CHURCHES
Orthodox Centre of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
Geneva, November 1 - 6, 1993

COMMUNIQUE

Following the mandate of their Churches, the Joint Commission for the
Dialogue between the Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches held
their fourth meeting at the Orthodox Centre of the Ecumenical Patriarchate at
Chambésy, Geneva, Switzerland between 1-6 November 1993 to consider the
procedure for the restoration of full communion.

The official representatives of the two Orthodox families of Churches and
their advisors met in an atmosphere of prayer and warm, cordial, Christian
brotherly love. They experienced the gracious and generous hospitality of His
Holiness Patriarch Bartholomaios I, through His Eminence Metropolitan
Damaskinos of Switzerland, in the Orthodox Centre of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate.

The 30 participants (see the List of participants) came from Albania,
Austria, Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Egypt, Ethiopia, Finland, Greece, India,
Lebanon, Poland, Romania, Russia, Switzerland, Syria, United Kingdom and
USA.

The plenary meetings of the Joint Commission were co-chaired by His
Eminence Metropolitan Damaskinos of Switzerland and His Eminence
Metropolitan Bishoy of Damiette. His Eminence Metropolitan Damaskinos in his
inaugural address explained the procedure which was to be followed and stressed
that "The present Meeting of the Full Joint Theological Commission for the
Dialogue between the Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches is
of the utmost importance not only for evaluating correctly the truly historic
theological work of our Commission which has been already accomplished in
our previous meetings, but also for facilitating the necessary ecclesiastical
procedures for the restoration of full communion”.
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After the inaugural meeting each side met separately to consider papers

prepared on the following subjects:

What is the competent ecclesiastical authority from each side for the lifting of
the anathemas and what are the presuppositions for the restoration of
ecclesiastical communion?

Which anathemas of which synods and persons could be lifted in accordance
with the proposal of paragraph 10 of the second Common Statement?

Which is the canonical procedure from each side for the lifting of the
anathemas and the restoration of ecclesiastical communion?

How could we understand and implement the restoration of ecclesiastical
communion in the life of our Church?

Which are the canonical and liturgical consequences of full communion?

They produced two Reports which were presented to the plenary meeting for
clarifications and discussion on the third day of the proceedings. As a result
of these discussions the Oriental Orthodox presented a document of Response
which opened the way for further discussions in the plenary. A drafting
committee consisting of H. E. Metropolitan Bishoy of Damiette, H. E.
Metropolitan ~ Gregorios Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, H. E. Archbishop
Mesrob Krikorian from the Oriental Orthodox side and Professors Fr John
Romanides, Fr George Dragas and Vlassios Phidas from the Orthodox side
were appointed to prepare appropriate Proposals to the two church families on
lifing of anathemas from each side and restoring full communion among them.

The text of these proposals, unanimously agreed upon after discussion in
plenary session, is as follows:

PROPOSALS FOR LIFTING OF ANATHEMAS

In the light of our Agreed Statement on Christology at St. Bishoy Monastery
1989, and of our Second Agreed Statement at Chambésy 1990, the
representatives of both Church families agree that the lifting of anathemas
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and condemnations of the past can be consummated on the basis of their
common acknowledgement of the fact that the Councils and Fathers
previously anathematized or condemned are orthodox in their teachings. In
the light of our four unofficial consultations (1964, 1967, 1970, 1971) and
our three official meetings which followed on (1985, 1989, 1990), we have
understood that both families have loyally maintained the authentic orthodox
Christological doctrine, and the unbroken continuity of the apostolic
tradition, though they may have used Christological terms in different ways.

. The lifting of the anathemas should be made unanimously and simultaneously
by the Heads of all the Churches of both sides, through the signing of an
appropriate ecclesiastical Act, the content of which will include
acknowledgement from each side that the other one is orthodox in all
respects.

. The lifting of the anathemas should imply:

. that restoration of full communion for both sides is to be immediately
implemented,;

. that no past condemnation, synodical or personal, against each other is
applicable any more;

. that a catalogue of Diptychs of the Heads of the Churches should be agreed
upon to be used liturgically.

. At the same time the following practical steps should be taken:

. The Joint Sub-Committee for Pastoral issues should continue its very

important task according to what had been agreed at the 1990 meeting of the
Joint Commission.

. The Co-Chairmen of the Joint Committee should visit the Heads of the
Churches with the view to offering fuller information on the outcome of the
Dialogue.

. A Liturgical Sub-Committee should be appointed by both sides to examine

the liturgical implications arising from the restoration of communion and to
propose appropriate forms of concelebration.
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d. Matters relating to ecclesiastical jurisdiction should be left to be arranged by
the respective authorities of the local churches according to common
canonical and synodical principles.

e. The two Co-Chairmen of the Joint Commission with the two Secretaries of
the Dialogue should make provisions for the production of appropriate
literature explaining our common understanding of the orthodox faith which
has led us to overcome the divisions of the past, and also coordinating the

work of the other Sub-Committees.
He I‘raF 0&(‘&«/\/“%43/»“_’3
Metropolitan Bishoy of Damiette

Mckbishep Do AMessch K. K ki
Archbishop Dr Mesrob K. Krikorian
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JOINT COMMISSION OF THE THEOLOGICAL DIALOGUE BETWEEN
THE ORTHODOX CHURCH AND
THE ORIENTAL ORTHODOX CHURCHES
Orthodox Centre of the Ecumenical Patriarchate
Geneva, november 1 - 6, 1993

ORIENTAL ORTHODOX CHURCHES

Coptic Orthodox Chuch

H.E. Metropolitan Bishoi Co-President
Metropolitan of Damiette

General Secretary Holy Synod

Coptic Bishopric

ET - Damiette

Tel: (20) 010/213288, 047/323338, 02/2830247, 050/794009

Fax: (20) 057/327053

H.G. Bishop Serapion of Public Advisor
Ecumenical and Social Services

P.O.Box 9035 Nasr City

ET - Cairo

Tel.: (20) 02/825863, 823888

Fax: 2825983

Deacon Dr Emile Maher Ishak Advisor
Professor at the Coptic Orthodox

Theological College at Cairo

7 Al-Mustashfa St.

ET - Shoubra Cairo

Tel: (20) 02/2023717, 645996

Doctoral Cand. Joseph Moris Faltas Assistant Co-Secretary
Potidaneias 13

GR - 157 72 Athens

Tel.: (30) 01/7703650

Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and All the East

H.E. Gregorios Yohanna Ibrahim
Metropolitan of Aleppo

Syrian Orth. Archbishopric

Sulaimanieh Mar Sim’an Al-Amoodi Str.
P.O.Box 4194

SYR - Aleppo

Telex: 331850 NAHRIN Fax: 449002 pr.
Tel: (963) 021/444466, 444478
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Supreme Catholicosate of All Armenians, Etchmiadzin

H.E. Archbishop Dr Mesrob K. Krikorian Co-Secretary
Patriarchal Delegate for Central Europe and Sweden

Kolonitzgasse 11/11

A - 1030 Vienna

Tel: (43) 1/7122506 (ALSO FAX)

Catholicosate of Cilicia

H.E. Aram Keshishian

Archbishop of Lebanon

President of the World Council of Churches
B.P. 80810 - Bourdj Hammoud

RL - Beirut

Tel: (961) 01/260706

Fax: 495531

H.E. Archbishop Mesrob Ashdjian
Prelate of the Eastern Diocese of U.S.A.
138 East 39th Street,

USA - New York, NY 10016

Tel: (1) 212/6897810

Fax: 6897168

Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church of the East

Rev. Father KM. George Kondothra
Institut oecuménique de Bossey

CH - 1298 Celigny

Tel: (41) 022/7762531

Ethiopian Orthodox Church

H.E. Archbishop Makarios of Axum and Tigray
P.O.Box 1283

ETH - Addis Ababa

Tel.: (251) 01/111989

Fax: 551455

Megabe Beluy Yohannes Seife Sellassie
P.O.Box 31304

ETH - Addis Ababa

Tel: (251) 01/791816
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ORTHODOX CHURCHES

Ecumenical Patriarchate

H.E. Damaskinos Papandreou Co-President
Metropolitan of Switzerland

chemin de Chambésy 37

CH - 1292 Chambeésy

Tel: (41) 022/7581629, 7581833

Fax.: (41) 022/7581028, 7582416

HE. Chrysostomos Gerasimos Zaphiris Advisor
Metropolitan of Peristerion

Pan. Tsaldari 63

GR - 121 34 Peristerion .

Tel: (31) 01/571977, 8043892, 8041769

Rev. Prof. George Dragas Advisor
University of Durham

Department of Theology

Abbey House, Palace Green

GB - Durham DH1 3RS

Tel.and Fax: (44) 091/3845304

Prof. George Martselos Advisor
Korytsas 16

GR - Kalamaria Thessaloniki

Tel: (30) 031/434316

Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria

H.E. Petros Yakumelos
Metropolitan of Aksum
P.O.Box 571

ETH - Addis Ababa

Tel: (251) 01/552440
(ANOTHER ADDRESS IN GREECE)
22 Karditsis Street

GR - 152 31 Halandri Athens

Prof. Vlassios Phidas Co-Secretary
Vouliagmenis 500

GR - 174 56 Alimos

Tel: (30) 01/9916721
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Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antiochia

H.E. George Khodr

Metropolitan of Mont Liban
Archevéché Grec Orthodoxe

Hadeth

RL - Beirut

Tel.: (961) 01/275812, 961647, 961209

Russian Patriarchate

H.E. Pitirim Necajev

Metropolitan of Volokolamsk and Jurjev
Pogodinskaya ul. 20, korp. 2

119435 Moskwa

Russian Federation

Mr Nikolai Zabolotski
chemin Terroux 27B

CH - 1218 Grand Saconnex
Tel.: (41) 022/7910866

Romanian Patriarchate

H.E. Antonie Plamadeala
Metropolitan of Transilvania
Strada Mitropoliae

RO - 2400 Sibiu

Tel.: (40) 092/411584, 412867
Fax: 415521

Church of Cyprus

H.E. Barnabas Solomos
Horepiskopos of Salamis
Iera Archiepiskopi Kyprou
P.O.Box 1130

CY - Nicosia

Tel.: (357) 02/474411-6
Fax: 474180

Prof. Andreas Papavasiliou
8, Romanos Street

CY - 134 Nicosia

Tel: (357) 02/473712
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Church of Greece

H.E. Meletios Kalamaras

Metropolitan of Nikopolis and Preveza
GR - 481 00 Preveza

Tel: (30) 0682/28715, 26734

Fax: 27953

Rev. Prof. John S. Romanides
Eleftherias 23

GR - 174 55 Alimos Athens
Tel. and Fax: (30) 01/9827856

Chugch of Albania

Rev. Jani Trebicka

Kisha Orthodhokse Autogefale te Shqiperisé
Tirana

Albania

Tel.:(355) 042/34117

Rev. Martin Ritsi

Kisha Orthodhokse Autogefale te Shgiperisé
Tirana

Albania :

Tel.:(355) 042/34117

Czechoslovakian Orthodox Church

Rev. Protopr. Prof. Pavel Ales
Masarykova 17

77200 Olomouc

Czech Republic

Tel.: (42) 068/5222475

Prof. Roman Juriga
Arne Novaka 4
60200 Brno

Czech Republic
Tel: (42) 05/759903

Finnish Orthodox Church

Rev. Father Heikki Huttunen
Liisankatu 29

SF - 00170 Helsinki

Tel.: (358) 90/1352616, 1351335
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Caalstd dhaatuila
Caann dana

SYRIAN PATRIARCHATE
OF ANTIOCH AND ALL THE EAST
DAMASCUS - SYRIA

—_— By the Grace of God
Ho.E71/94. Feb.16,1994

Higs Grace Metropolitan Bishoy of Damiette
Co-Prasident of the Joint Commission of the
Theological Dialogue between the Orthodox Church
and the Oriental Orthodox Churches.

Dear brother in Christ,

Apostolic Benediction and greetings in our Lord Jesus
Christ.

I have the pleasure to inform you that our Syrian
Orthodox Church has received with great appreciation
the out-come of the Theological NDialogue between the
Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches.

We are in agreement with the proposals of the Joint
Commission which were signed by our representatives on
Sept.1990 and MNov.1993, which are based on the
theological agreed statement of St. Bishoy Monastery
of June 1989.

We would like to affirm the proposal of the Joint
Commission, that the 1lifting of the anathemas should
be made unanimously and simultaneously by both Church
families.

We shall continue to pray that our Lord Jesus Christ
may give further success and progress in the mentioned
dialogue for the glory of God and witnessing Orthodoxy
in our unity.

Ignatius Z2dkka I Iwas
Patriarch of Antioch and all the East
Supreme head of the Universal Syrian

Orthodox Church

His Grace Metropolitan Bishoy
Coptic Orthodox Church
Damiette-Egypt.
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Copric Orthodox Patriarchate
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Pastoral Agreement
Between
The Coptic Orthodox Church
And
The Greek Orthodox Patriarchate
of Alexandria and all Africa

Since the Holy Synods of both the Coptic Orthodox Church and the
Greek Orthodox Partriarchate of Alexandria and all Africa have already
accepted the outcome of the official dialogue on Christology between the
Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches, including the two
official agreements: the first on Christology signed in June 1989 in Egypt and
the second also on Christology and on the lifting of anathemas and restoration
of full communion signed in Geneva 1990, in which it is stated that “In the light
of our agreed statement on Christology .., we have now clearly understood that
both families have always loyally maintained the same authentic Orthodox
Christological faith, and the unbroken continuity of the apostolic tradition™. It
was agreed to have mutual recognition of the sacrament of Baptizm, based on
what St. Paul wrote "One Lord, one faith, one baptizm" (Eph 4: 5).

But since up till now we are waiting for the responses of the Holy
Synods of some other churches in both families, the restoration of full
communion is not yet reached between the two sides of the bilateral dialogue.
And due to the pastoral consequences and implications caused by mixed
Christian Marriages between the members of the two Patriarchates of
Alexandria, having the majority of their people living in the same countries.
Those marriages being difficult to perform in both Churches at the same time or
in concelebration. The result is that many sensitivities are created between the
two families of the partners of such marriage. Those sensitivities which can

extend even after the marriage and may affect the relation between the two
communities of churches. \

> Ax’r*’“/r{‘ “ —Sex
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For those mentioned reasons, the Holy Synods of both Patriarchates have:
agreed to accept the sacrament of marriage which is conducted in either Church
with the condition that it is conducted for two partners not belonging to the
same Patriarchate of the other Church from their origin. Both the bride and the
bridegroom should carry a valid certificate from his/her own Patriarchate that

he/she has a permit of marriage and indicating the details of his/her marriage
status up to date.

Each of the two Patriarchates shall also accept to perform all of its other
sacraments to that new family of Mixed Christian Marriage.

It is agreed that the Patriarchate which shall perform the marriage shall
be responsible for any marriage problems that may happen conceming this
certain marriage, taking into consideration the unified marriage affairs law
signed by the heads of Churches in Egypt in the year 1999.

Each Patriarchate shall preserve its right not to give its sacraments to any
person whom she does not find fulfilling its canons according to the Apostolic
Tradition.

Cairo in 05/04/2001

fﬁ?”’(’% Shenedom

PETROS VII . SHENOUDA 11
Pope and Patriarch Pope of Alexandira and Patriarch of
of Alexandria and all Africa the see of Saint Mark
2
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rRom H.H. POPE SHENOUDA III S nopoorogec

Anba Bishoy Monastery .
Wadi a’ Natrun, Egypt.

Date {12702/ 19 88

&+

In the love of our God the Father, by the grace of the Only
Begotten Son, and by the gift of the Holy Spirit.

On Friday, the 12th of February 1988, the mixed commission
of the dialogue between the Catholic Church and Coptic Orthodox
Church met in the Monastery of Saint Bishoy, Wadi E] Natrun, Egypt.

H.H. Pope Shenouda [11 opened the meeting by prayer. His
Excellency Giovanni Moretti, the Apostolic Nuntius in Egypt, and
Father ODuprey, Secretary of the Vatican Secretariate for Promoting
Christian Unity, attended this meeting representing H.H. Pape John
Paul Il and enabled to sign this- agreement. Also bishops delegated
by His Beatitude Stephanos "Il Ghattas, Patriarch of the Coptic
Catholic Church, were present and delegated to sign this agreement.

We are rejoiced at the historical meeting that happened
in Vatican on May 1973, between K.H. Pope Paul VI, and H.H. Pape
Shenouda III.

This was the first meeting since about 15 centuries between
our two Churches. In that meeting we found ourselves in agreement
in many issues of faith. In this meeting also a mixed commission
was forwed to discuss the issues of difference of doctrines and
faith between the two Churches aiming at church unity. Previously,
in Vienna, September 1971, Pro-Oriente arranged a meeting between
the theologians of the Catholic Church and those of the Oriental
Orthedox Churches: the Coptic, the Syrian, the Armenian, the
Ethiopian, and the Indian.. They achieved an agreement concerning
Christology.

We are grateful to God that we are now able to sign & common
formula expressing our official agreement in Christology which
was already approved by the Holy Synod of the Coptic Orthodox
Church on 21st June, 1986.
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A1l other vssues of difference betwcun our Churches will
be discussed successively according to God's will,

Agreed Statement on Christology

"We believe that our Lord, God and Saviour Jesus Christ, the
Incarnate-Logos is perfect in Mis Divinity ‘and perfect in His
Humanity. He made His Humanity One with His Divinity without
Mixture, nor Mingling, nor Confusion. His Divinity was not
separated from ‘His Humanity even for a moment or twinkling of an
eye.

At the same time, we anathematize the Doctrines of both
Nestorius and Eutyches”,

Signatures:
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Oriental Orthodox-Reformed Dialogue
"Kerk en Wereld," Driebergen, The Netherlands
September 13, 1994

Agreed Statement on Christology

Intr ion

In our search for a common understanding of the differences in Christology that
have existed between us, we have thought it appropriate to focus upon the Formula of
Union, A.D. 433. This formula represents an agre;:ment reached by Antioch and
Alexandria following the Third Ecumenical Council in 431, and, as such, provides a
common point of departure for both parties. .We find the interpretations in this agreement

to be in accordlwith the Christological doctrines in both of our traditions.

Agree men

‘We confess our Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, perfect in
divinity and perfect in humanity, consisting of a rational soul and a body, begotten of the
Father before the ages according to His divinity, the Same, in the fullness of time, for us
and for our salvation, born of the Virgin Mary, according to His humanity; the Same
consubstantial with the Father according to His divinity, and consubstantial with us
according to His humanity. For a union has been made of two natures. For this cause we
confess one Christ, one Son, one Lord.

‘In accordance with this sense of the unconfused union, we confess the holy Virgin
to be Theotokos, because God the Word became incarnate and was made human, and from
the very conception united to Himself the temple taken from her. As to the expressions

concerning the Lord in the Gospels and Epistles, we are aware that theologians understand

Hetroplib: Drshey
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some as common, as relating to one Person, and others they distinguish, as relating to two
natures, explaining those that befit the divine nature according to the divinity of Christ,

ige-
and those of a humble sort according to His humanity.’ [Based on the Formula of lEJnion,

A. D. 433]

The four adverbs used to qualify the mystery of the hypostatic union belong to our
common Christological tradition: "without commingling” (or confusion) (asyngchytos),
"without cﬁémge" (atreptos), "without separation” (achoristos), and "without division”
(adiairetos). Those among us who speak of two natures in Christ are justified in doing so
since they do not thereby deny their inseparable, indivisible union; similarly, those among
us who speak of one united divine-human nature in Christ are justified in doing so since
they do not thereby deny the continuing dynamic presence in Christ of the divine and the
human, without change, without confusion.

Both sides agree in rejecting the teaching which separates or divides the human
nature, both soul and body in Christ, from His divine nature or reduces the union of the
natures to the level of conjoining. Both sides also agree in rejecting the teaching which
confuses the human nature in Christ with the divine nature so that the former is absorbed
in the latter and thus ceases to exist.

The perfect union of divinity and of humanity in the incarnate Word is essential for
the salvation of the human race. "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life."

(John 3:16 KJV)
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lusion

In offering this statement, we recognize the mystery of God’s act in Christ and seek

to express that we have shared the same authentic Christological faith in the one incarnate

Lord.

We submit this statement to the authorities of the Oriental Orthodox Churches and

to the Executive Committee of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches for their

consideration and action.

ignatures of Co-Chairmen

He bropol i Ioishe
fetropetine D0y
His Grace Metropolitan Bishoy
General Secretary of the Holy Synod
of the Coptic Orthodox Church

A& -

The Rev. Dr. Milan Gpocensky
General Secretary of the World Alliance of
Reformed Churches
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The meeting was honored by the presence of H. H. Pope Shenouda II1, Pope of
Alexandria and Patriarch of the See of St. Mark. His Holiness gave a speech in the

opening session and participated in some other sessions.

His Grace Metropolitan Bishoy
Coptic Orthodox Church (Egypt)

His Grace Bishop Moussa
Coptic Orthodox Church (Egypt)

His Grace Bishop Eustathius
Matta Roham

Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch

His Grace Bishop G. M. Coorilos

Orthodox Syrian Church of the East

(India)

The Rev. Dr. Kondortha M. George
Orthodox Syrian Church of the East

(India)

The Rev. Seife Selassie Yohannes
Ethiopian Orthodox Church

List of Participants

The Rev Dr. Karel Blei
Netherlands Reformed Church

Dr. Silke-Petra Bergjan
Retormed Church in Germany

The Rev. Dr. Christopher Kaiser
Reformed Church of America

The Rev. Dr. Peter McEnhill
Church of Scotland

The Rev. Dr. Milan Opocensky
Evangelical Church of Czech
Brethren

Dr. George Sabra
Evangelical Union of Lebanon

The Rev. J. Jayakiran Sebastian
Church of South India

The Rev. Dr. Eugene Turner
Presbyterian Church (USA)

The Rev. Dr. Rebecca Harden
Weaver
Presbyterian Church (USA)

Dr. H. S. Wilson
Church of South India
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St Cyril the Grear
The Infant in Swaddling Clothes,
Who Filled the Whole of Creation as God

When be was visible, and still remained an infant in swaddling clothes,
and in the bosom of the Virgin who bore him, he filled the whole of
creation as God, and was coruler with the one who begot him. For the
divine is both without quantity and without magnitude, and does not
admit of limitation. (...)

And he is the creator of the ages, coeternal with the Father, and
creator of all things. As we have stated before, having united the human
to himself according to syposrasis he even endured birth in the flesh
from the womb. He did not require because of his own nature as God a
birth in time and in the last stages of the world. But he was born in order
that he might bless the very beginning of our existence, and in ordre
that, because a woman bore him when he was united to the flesh, the
curse against the whole race might be stopped. This was sending our
bodies from the earth to death, and by him abolishing the saying, “in
pain shall you bring forth children” (Gen 3:16), the words of the prophet
might be shown to be true, “Death has prevailed and swallowed men up;
but again God has taken away every tear from every face” (Is 25:8),

Letter 17:8, 18; FC, Vol. 76, p. 83, 89.

éx Tou dylov KupidAov
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PG 77, 109, 120.
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