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PONTIFICIUM CONSILIUM

AD CHRISTIANORUM UNITATEM FOYENDAM v Ciitare Vet i 4 October 2018

pror N, 118412018/

To His HOLINESS TAWADROS 11
Pope of Alexandyia and Patriarch of the See of Saint Mark

It was with deep sadness that we have learned of the death of His
Eminence Anba Bishoy, Metropolitan of Damiette. Personally and on behalf
of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, I express our deepest
sympathy and closeness in prayer to the Holy Synod, which Anba Bishoy
served as General Secretary for many years, and to the clergy and all the
faithful of the diocese of Damiette.

I recall with particular gratitude the contribution of Anba Bishoy as
Co-chair of the International Joint Commission for Theological Dialogue
between the Catholic Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches.

We set our eyes to the glory of Jesus Christ, whosc victory over death is
our redemption. It is the risen Lord who has been proclaimed to us, whom we
have received by faith, to whom we are bound, and by whom we shall be saved
(1 Cor 15:1-2).

Please accept, Your Holiness, this expression of our fraternal
communion and prayerful solidarity.

1 G, =2

Cardinal Kurt Koch
President
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Anglican leaders pay tribute following death of Coptic bishop

Metropolitan Bishoy of Damietta
Posted on: October 3, 2018 12:52 PM
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Metropolitan Bishoy of Damietta, “one of the great ecumenists of the
modern era”, died last night (Tuesday).

The Co-chair of the Anglican-Oriental Orthodox International
Commission (AOOIC), Metropolitan Bishoy from the Coptic Orthodox
Church, has died. The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, led
tributes from Anglican leaders, saying that he was “saddened” to hear of
the death of “a faithful servant of God.” Archbishop Justin added that “it
was a privilege to meet him in Cairo and London.” The Anglican Co-chair
of AOOIC, the Bishop of St Asaph Gregory Cameron, said: he was “deeply
saddened by this news, but thankful to God for faithful discipleship.”
Before his sudden death last night (Tuesday) at the age of 76,
Metropolitan Bishoy led the Diocese of Damietta in the north-east Egypt
port region of Kafr el-Sheikh; and the Monastery of Saint Demiana of
Barrari in Belkas. He had a long history serving the cause of ecumenism;
having served as a member of the Faith and Order Commission of the
World Council of Churches (WCC) in addition to his role as Co-chair of
AOOIC. He attended the Lambeth Conference of Anglican bishops as an
ecumenical observer in 1988, 1998, and 2008.

“Metropolitan Bishoy was one of the great ecumenists of the modern
era”, the Director for Unity, Faith and Order at the Anglican Communion
Office, Canon Dr John Gibaut, said. “Anglicans in particular will
remember his contribution as the co-chair of the Anglican-Oriental
Orthodox International Commission (AOOIC) [and] rejoice in the historic
agreement reached by the AOOIC on Christology in 2014, as well as the
2017 agreement on the Procession of the Holy Spirit.

“He was a great friend of the Anglican Communion, and [we will]
remember him as a wise, courageous and holy monk, theologian, bishop,
and friend.”

He expressed sympathy to the Coptic Orthodox Church, the Diocese of
Damietta, and the monastic community at St Damiena.

Metropolitan Bishoy of Damietta, Oriental Orthodox Co-chair of the Anglican-Oriental Orthodox
International Commission, with the Anglican Co-chair, Bishop Gregory Cameron of St Asaph.

Another Coptic member of AOOIC, Archbishop Angaelos, the Archbishop
of London, said that he was “so saddened to hear of passing of an iconic

ARRY


https://www.anglicannews.org/news/2014/10/history-made,-as-anglicans,-oriental-orthodox-agree-on-christs-incarnation.aspx
https://www.anglicannews.org/news/2017/11/historic-anglican-oriental-orthodox-agreement-on-the-holy-spirit-signed-in-dublin.aspx

iy ¥ gl o WY
father of our Coptic Orthodox Church.” Archbishop Angaelos said that he
had been with Metropolitan Bishoy two days ago, at the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding between Orthodox Churches and the
United Bible Societies at Holy Etchmiadzin, the seat of the Armenian
Orthodox Church, describing it as “his last official act of a full ecumenical
life.”

He added: “as Christians, we mourn, and are saddened by, the loss of
loved ones, while at the same time rejoicing in their life on earth, and
their passing to the awaited and anticipated glory.”
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1" World Council of Churches
WCC mourns passing of Metropolitan Anba Bishoy of Damietta
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03 October 2018
The World Council of Churches (WCC) is mourning the passing of
Metropolitan Bishoy of Damietta, Kafr El-Sheikh, Barary, and the
Monastery of Saint Demiana of the Coptic Orthodox Church. One of the
senior and most influential Coptic Orthodox Prelates of the modern
era, he has made extensive contributions in the areas of Pan-Orthodox
unity, dialogue and ecumenism. He was a close colleague of the late
Pope Shenouda Il of Alexandria.
Bornin 1942 as Makram Eskander Nicola, he completed his senior school
in 1958 and entered the Faculty of Engineering (Mechanics) 1959 in
Alexandria. In 1963 he graduated with a bachelor’s degree, and took
honors in becoming an assistant professor in the Faculty of Engineering.
Before leaving to become a monk, he decided to complete his master’s
degree in Mechanical Engineering which he received in 1968. Two days
later, he became a monk in the Deir Al-Sourian.
In February 1969, he became Monk Thoma El-Souriani in the Monastery
of the Virgin, or Deir El-Souriani. He was ordained a priest on Palm
Sunday 1970, and later ordained a hegoman priest in August 1972. On
24 September 1972, he was enthroned as the Bishop of Damietta, Kafr
El-Shiek and the Monastery of Saint Demiana, Barrari, Belkas. On 2
September 1990 he was ordained Metropolitan in the Cathedral of Saint
Athanasius the Apostle at Damanhur and was also secretary of the Holy
Synod from 1985 until today.
WCC general secretary Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit received the news of
Bishoy’s death with great sadness. “Metropolitan Anba Bishoy was one
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of the church leaders who was strongly rooted at the local level and yet
had a strong global presence which carried much influence,” Tveit said.
“Not only churches in the Middle East but also Christians around the
world will miss this dynamic ecumenical leader.”
Bishoy served on WCC Executive Committee from 2006-2013, and on the
W(CC Central Committee from 2013 until he passed. He was a member of
the Faith and Order Commission from 1991 until he died.
He also consistently represented the Coptic and Oriental Orthodox
communities in ecumenical dialogues.
Tveit added: “His Eminence Metropolitan Bishoy contributed to the work
of the World Council of Churches in many committees and positions. He
offered leadership from his church and his church family, with a strong
passion and heart for the ecumenical work for unity and common
witness. His friendship and his presence | will remember and miss. He
always reminded us that we should carry the cross of Christ together.”
Rev. Dr Susan Durber, moderator of the WCC Commission on Faith and
Order, said: "Amongst the community of those involved in Faith and
Order at the World Council of Churches, we grieve the loss of His
Eminence Metropolitan Bishoy of Damietta, a member of the Faith and
Order Commission from 1991 until the day of his death. He brought to
our work a steadfast commitment to ecumenism and the determination
that does not give up on the task of calling one another to unity.”
Durber continued: “He brought to the ecumenical movement a faithful
advocacy of his tradition and a powerful witness to Christian faith in
demanding contexts and times. He always brought gifts to the table, and
was someone ready to surprise us not only with theological insight, but
with stories from long experience in faith, witness and leadership. He will
be missed in many places and certainly in Faith and Order. We give
thanks for him, in the name of Jesus Christ, and trust in the resurrection
faith which he, with us, proclaimed."
Carla Khijoyan, programme executive for the Middle East, said:
"Metropolitan Bishoy was a spiritual father, a leader, and a friend...his
wisdom on difficult issues related to our churches in the Middle East
would always guide our meetings. We will deeply miss his passion and
commitment to our region, the enriching and deep conversations that
would always end with a prayer, a smile and a gift carried all the way
from his beloved monastery...his contributions to different ecumenical
dialogues, locally, regionally or globally have paved the way for our
churches to move forward on the journey of unity and love in the name
AR
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of our Lord Jesus Christ. May he find eternal Peace in the arms of the One
he lived and worked for.”

The funeral will take place on 4™ October in Egypt.
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um 150 route de Ferney, PO Box
oY% . 2100
5 - o W0r|d COU nCII CH-1211 Geneva 2,

é;_ Of ChurChes ﬁﬁfﬁi”iﬁf 22791 6111

Fax: +41 22 791 0361
Email: infowcc@wcc-coe.orq

Direct phone: +41
General . 22 791 6285
Secretariat Direct e-mail:

dcb@wcc-coe.ora

His Holiness Pope Tawadros |l
Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of
the See of St. Mark
St Mark's Cathedral
Cairo
EGYPT
Geneva, October 4, 2018

Your Holiness,

On behalf of the World Council of Churches | wish to offer you sincere
condolences as we mourn the loss of His Eminence Metropolitan Anba Bishoy
of Damiette.

As the World Council of Churches shared the news of his passing, many were
those who responded with moving expressions of gratitude for his life, ministry,
and service to Christian unity.

Metropolitan Bishoy was a member of the WCC Faith and Order Commission
from 1991 till the day of his death. He made an important contribution to the
1998-2002 Special Commission on Orthodox Participation in the World council
of Churches.

During the past twelve years, Metropolitan Bishoy served in the Central and the
Executive Committees of the World Council of Churches. For many years he was
a member of several bilateral dialogues between the Oriental Family of
Orthodox Churches and different churches or Christian World Communions.
Those who had the privilege of encountering Metropolitan Bishoy him and
working with him in the ecumenical movement will remember his firm
attachment to his ecclesial tradition, which was only paralleled by a strong
passion and heart for the ecumenical work for Christian unity and common
witness.

He never ceased to share gifts - especially icons and Coptic crosses - with his
brothers and sisters from other churches, which expressed visibly the invisible
experience of ecumenism as an exchange of spiritual charisms.
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Today we give thanks to God for him, and in the communion of the Spirit we
trust in the resurrection faith which he, with us, proclaimed.

“How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation...” (Is.
52:7)

Your brother in Christ,

Rev. Dr Olav Fykse Tveit
General Secretary
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THE MALANKARA ORTHODOX SYRIAN CHURCH

Department of Ecumenical Relations

President
H. G. Zachariah Mar Nicholovos Secretary
Metropolitan of Northeast American Diocese Fr. Abraham Thomas

Ph: +1 718 4709844

Ph: +91 9846767680

Email: DiocesanMetropolitan@gmail.com Email: eccumenical@malankaraorthodoxchurch.in

October 3, 2018

His Holiness Pope Tawadros 11

Pope of Alexandria & Patriarch of of the Sce of Saint Mark
222 Ranses St.

Abbaseya, Cairo Egypt

Your Holiness. Pope Tawadros 11,

We arc deeply saddened to Icam of the passing of His Emi Metropolitan Bishoy of Dami Kafr
El-Sheikh, Barary & Abbot of the Convent of Saint Demiana.

His life is a oa d life of holi as he d the world and sought refuge in the
monastic life in 1968. Since 1990 he served the Patnarchal Sce of Saint Mark as Mectropolitan, and also
abided by the responsibilitics placed upon him by the Holy Church as Secretary of the Holy Synod, and a
Icader in the ical movement rep ing not only the Coptic Orthodox Church. but the greater
Oriental Orthodox Church i His Emi was a pillar of faith with boldness and such grace.
This was exemplified in his work in the Joint-C ission of the Theological Dial between the
Oriental Orthodox Churches, and the Eastern Orthodox Church, Roman Catholic Church, and Anglican
Church. His Emi 's close relationship, and work with both His Grace, Dr. Paulos Mar Gregorios,
Metropolitan of Blessed Memory, and Reverend Father Dr. K. M. George of the Malankara Orthodox
Syrian Church has always been cherished by both of our churches. [ personally valued our work together
on the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches in the recent vears as well.

The fruits of His Eminence’s labors can clearly be seen in the strong and vibrant Church he leaves behind.
We give thanks to God Almighty for the lifc of His Eminence Mctropolitan Bishoy, and for blessing
Christendom with his example of humility and holiness.

The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church shares in the gricf of Your Holiness, and our sister Church, the
Coptic Orthodox Church, over the passing of our beloved brother, Metropolitan Bishoy. His Holiness
Moran Mar Basclios Marthoma Paulos I1. along with all the Mctropoli clergy. ics and faithful
of the Malankara Church assures of our pravers for the soul of Metropolitan Bishoy. We pray that he may
be granted 1o hear the Voice calling out to him: “Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your Master” (Matthew 25:21).

Yours in our Lord,
Zachariah Nicholovos, Metropolitan

President of the Department of Ecumenical Relations
Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church

Executive Secretary : Fr, Aswin Fernandis fernzash@gmail.com +91 9496021530

Address: Catholicate Palace, Devalokam P.O,, (via) Muttambalam, Kottayam, Kerala -686004, INDIA,
Email: eccumenicalémalankaraorthodoxchurch.in
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No 1835 3 October, 2018

His Holiness Tawadros 11
Pope and Patriarch of the See of St. Mark
Coptic Orthodox Church

Cairo, Egypt

Your Holiness, dear brother in Christ,

It is with deep sorrow that we learnt about the demise of His Eminence Metropolitan Bishoy of
Damiette. We extend our heartfelt condolences to you, to the clergy, laity and the faithful of the Coptic
Orthodox Church, as well as to the monastic community of Saint Demiana upon the death of
Metropolitan Bishoy.

He lived his life in constant service to the Church. His Eminence led the representation of the Coptic
Orthodox Church in ecumenical dialogues and his very active and praiseworthy involvement in these
dialogues with other Churches was very fruitful.

We give thanks to God for the late Metropolitan’s years of devoted service to the Church extending to

the Lord a fervent prayer for the repose of this faithful servant of His. May Lord welcome him in His
eternal joy.

With brotherly love in Christ,

// 7 2 2 - R
/«4’% o
KAREKIN II i
SUPREME PATRIARCH

CATHOLICOS OF ALL ARMENJANS
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H.H. Pope Tawadros I1
Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of the See of St. Mark
Egvypt

His Holiness;

On the behalf of the Eritrean Orthodox Tewahdo Church, the Holy Synod of Eritrea is offering
its deep condolences on the departure of the most and beloved father H.E. Metropolitan Anba
Bishoy. The passing of the H.E. Metropolitan Anba Bishoy is a deeply felt wound not only for the
venerated sister Coptic Church but for the whole Christian world. We felt great pain hearing
this shocking news.

During his long and apostolic service to the Orthodox world, he is so saintly beloved by the
Eritrea Orthodox Tewahdo Church. We always remember him by his great works and love to
the Eritrean Orthodox Church.

We are confident in God that the ever memorable H.E. Metropolitan Anba Bishoy find the
reward pf “the faithful and wise steward”.

€A - X N P
,',(f'l‘ 182008 - 186544 - 182116 f:'\“} 291 -1- 182195 [',(';"[fr;x 728 Asmara -Eritrea
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Roma, 27 Ottobre 2018

Anba Bishoi
“Cari fratelli in Cristo, con gioia do il benvenuto a voi, membri della Commissione mista
internazionale per il dialogo teologico tra la Chiesa Cattolica e le Chiese
Ortodosse Orientali. Attraverso di voi, estendo il saluto ai miei venerabili fratelli, i Capi
delle Chiese Ortodosse Orientali. Ringrazio in particolare Sua Eminenza Anba
Bishoy, Co-Presidente della Commissione, per le sue gentili parole. E' motivo di
gratitudine riflettere sul lavoro della vostra Commissione, che comincio nel gennaio
del 2003 come una iniziativa congiunta di autorita ecclesiastiche della famiglia delle
Chiese Ortodosse Orientali e del Pontificio Consiglio per la Promozione dell’'Unita dei
Cristiani.”
Con queste parole Papa Francesco si € rivolto il 30 gennaio 2015 a Sua Eminenza Anba
Bishoi, arcivescovo metropolita di Damietta e Segretario del Santo Sinodo della Chiesa
Copto-Ortodossa.
Il programma di dialogo era stato stabilito, nel 2003, da un Comitato
preparatorio che si era riunito a Roma. Negli anni successivi, sono stati convocati
cinque incontri, rispettivamente nel 2004 al Cairo, nel 2005 a Roma, nel 2006 ad
Etchmiadzin, e di nuovo a Roma nel 2007; infine, nel 2008, la riunione di Maarrat
Saydnaya. In una prima fase di dialogo, la commissione mista ha deciso di concentrarsi
su questioni connesse con il mistero, la costituzione e la missione della Chiesa.
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Ogni volta che la Commissione si riuniva a Roma ho sempre avuto la grazia di incontrare
nella Comunita Copta Ortodossa, ospite fraterna di questa parrocchia romana.

Amba Bishoy era consapevole del fondamentale ruolo che la Commissione da lui
copresieduta insieme al Cardinale Wlater Kasper aveva non solo per le relazioni con la
Chiesa cattolica di Roma ma anche per il futuro di tutte le Chiese dell'area medio orientale
che si riferivano a Lui come la massima autorita dottrinale. Sono la Chiesa copta
ortodossa, la Chiesa siro ortodossa, la Chiesa armena apostolica
(Catholicossato di tutti gli Armeni, Etchmiadzin), la Chiesa armena apostolica
(Santa Sede di Cilicia, Libano), la Chiesa ortodossa d'Etiopia, la Chiesa
ortodossa sira del Malankar (India) e la Chiesa ortodossa d'Eritrea.

Il 25 gennaio 2013 Papa Benedetto XVI ha ribadito solennemente la funzione della
Commissione nella ricerca della piena comunione anche visibile con la Chiesa Cattolica
con le seguenti parole: “Nell'ultimo decennio la Commissione ha analizzato da
una prospettiva storica i diversi modi in cui le Chiese hanno espresso la loro
comunione nei primi secoli. Durante questa settimana, dedicata alla preghiera per
I'unita di tutti i sequaci di Cristo, vi siete incontrati per esaminare piu in profondita la
comunione e la comunicazione esistente tra le Chiese nei primi cinque secoli della storia
cristiana. Riconoscendo i progressi compiuti, esprimo la mia speranza che le relazioni tra
la Chiesa cattolica e le Chiese orientali ortodosse continuino a svilupparsi in spirito
fraterno di cooperazione, in particolare attraverso I'approfondimento di un dialogo
teologico capace di aiutare tutti i seguaci del Signore a crescere nella comunione e a dare
testimonianza al mondo della verita salvifica del Vangelo. Molti di voi provengono da aree
dove i cristiani, sia come individui sia come comunita, affrontano prove dolorose e
difficolta, che sono fonte di profonda preoccupazione per tutti noi. Attraverso voi,
desidero assicurare tutti i fedeli in Medio Oriente della mia vicinanza spirituale e della mia
preghiera affinché quella terra, tanto importante nel piano di salvezza di Dio, possa essere
guidata, per mezzo di un dialogo costruttivo e della cooperazione, verso un futuro di
giustizia e di pace duratura. ” Sempre i tale incontro il papa Benedetto XVI aveva
manifestato il suo cordoglio ad Anba Bishoy per la morte di Papa Shenuda III:”"Prima di
ogni altra cosa desidero ricordare con stima Sua Santita Shenouda III, Papa di
Alessandria e Patriarca della Sede di San Marco, scomparso di recente.”

Dopo tale incontro tutta la Commissione ha fraternamente partecipato ad un agape
fraterna presso la nostra parrocchia: € stato anche questo un momento per sperimentare
come € bello e come da gioia che i fratelli stiano insieme.

Il 4 novembre 2012 il santo sinodo nella chiesa di S. Marco in Alessandria, ha
eletto il nuovo papa: é il vescovo Tawadros, della diocesi di El-Beheira, che
sara papa Tawadros II.

Il 13 marzo 2013 il Conclave ha eletto il nuovo vescovo di Roma, papa della
Chiesa Cattolica I'arcivescovo di Buenos Aires Jorge Bergoglio.

Il 10 maggio 2013 papa Francesco ha accolto in Vaticano il papa Tawadros II.
Nel corso dello storico incontro, 40 anni dopo quello tra papa Shenouda III e Paolo VI,
che firmarono insieme una dichiarazione cristologica comune, papa Bergoglio ha elogiato
I'opera dei due pontefici sottolineando: "La Dichiarazione comune dei nostri Predecessori
rappresentd una pietra miliare nel cammino ecumenico e da essa si sviluppd una
Commissione di dialogo teologico tra le nostre Chiese, che ha portato buoni risultati ed
ha preparato il terreno per il pitl .ampio dialogo tra la Chiesa cattolica e l'intera famiglia
delle Chiese Ortodosse Orientali, che continua con frutto sino ad oggi". Non nega le
difficolta ancora in essere papa Bergoglio affermando che il cammino "& forse ancora
lungo", ma la Chiesa cattolica e quella copta ortodossa possono fare "nuovi e importanti
passi verso la piena unita"

Durante la sua permanenza a Roma, papa Tawadros II, alla presenza di tutti i
vescovi, i preti e i diaconi convenuti da tutta I'Europa, e dei membri del
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Pontificio Consiglio per I'Unita dei Cristiani ha celebrato nella nostra chiesa
parrocchiale la Divina Liturgia.

1l ruolo di Anba Bishoy in tutti questi eventi & stato determinante. A partire dal 2014 egli
ha voluto porre al centro degli incontri della Commissione lo studio sulla natura dei
Sacramenti, in particolare del Battesimo.

I contenuti dottrinali maturati in questi quindici anni dalla Commissione sono stati ben
sintetizzati nel 2007, in questa prima fase di dialogo in un progetto di documento
intitolato: "La natura, la costituzione e la missione della Chiesa".

La prima parte del documento tratta del mistero della Chiesa; particolare attenzione e
data alla Santa Trinita e al mistero della Chiesa come comunione, agli attributi
della Chiesa - una, santa, cattolica ed apostolica - e ai modi per crescere verso
la piena comunione.

La seconda parte del documento si concentra sulla costituzione della Chiesa, con
particolare riguardo alla nostra comune tradizione circa il ministero dei vescovi nella
successione apostolica.

La terza parte tratta della relazione tra sinodalita/conciliarita e primato nella vita
della Chiesa, come anche del significato ecclesiologico dei sinodi e concili quali strumenti
di comunione. Il rapporto con le antiche chiese orientali ed in modo particolare con quella
copta hanno fatto riscoprire provvidenzialmente anche alla chiesa cattolica la sinodalita
come elemento costitutivo della chiesa stessa! Anche di questo siamo grati
all'opera di Anba Bishoy.

La quarta ed ultima parte & dedicata alla missione della Chiesa ed ai modi secondo i
quali le comunita cattoliche ed orientali ortodosse possono operare insieme nella
proclamazione del messaggio di salvezza al mondo.Sorprende positivamente il constatare
I'ampia condivisione della Chiesa cattolica e delle Chiese orientali ortodosse in questioni
di fede e di costituzione circa la Chiesa. Malgrado una formale divisione che data
dal quinto secolo, a seguito del Concilio di Calcedonia (451), abbiamo
largamente preservato un comune patrimonio ecclesiale derivante dai tempi
apostolici, dai primi secoli del Cristianesimo e dalle epoche successive. I membri
della commissione mista erano concordi nell'affermare che tale patrimonio comune
dovrebbe nutrire ed ispirare il nostro cammino verso il ristabilimento della comunione
piena e visibile.

Voglio concludere questa mia testimonianza con il ricordo ancora pieno di emozioni del
mio viaggio in Egitto nel 2008, su invito del vescovo Barnaba a nome del Patriarcato di
Alessandria.

Ho avuto modo di visitare i monasteri del deserto nel Wadi tra questi il monastero di
Anba Bishoi a 100 km da Il Cairo, nel deserto occidentale: é I'immagine stessa
della serenita. Il complesso include una chiesa, che custodisce il corpo di San
Bishoi, il fondatore del monastero, e di molti altri santi. Il corpo del fondatore
€ ancora intatto nel particolare sarcofago a tubo, che il 17 luglio di ogni anno
viene portato in processione.

Nel monastero di Santa Damiana ho finalmente goduto della fraterna ospitalita di Anba
Bisshoy, metropolita di Damietta e Segretario del Santo Sinodo. Uomo di grade cultura e
profonda ospitalita ha voluto mostrarmi, aiutato dalle monache, la riproduzione dei codici
biblici greci della bibbia. il sinaitico, il vaticano e I'alessandrino.

In lui la conoscenza dei testi sacri della tradizione biblico-patristica era diventata vera
sapienza sapendo coniugare come ogni scriba divenuto discepolo del Regno cose vecchie
e cose nuove. Proprio perché profondamente conservatore dal punto di vista
dottrinale era cordialmente e sinceramente aperto alla fraternita con tutti i
credenti in Cristo, in particolare con noi cattolici. Ne ho avuto personalmente I'esperienza
in quei giorni in Egitto.

Ha amato con tutto se stesso la Santa Chiesa di Cristo.
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Il Signore, Pastore Grande e Buono del suo Gregge, conceda a lui la corona dei
santi
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IN MEMORIAM
METROPOLITAN ANBA BISHOY

The Pontifical Council for Promoting Chsistan Unity recalls with
gratitude and appreciation the invaluable contribution of Metropolitan
Anba Bishoy to fostering mutual understanding between the Coptic
Orthodox Church and the Catholic Church, as well as to deepening
concern for the unity of the whole family of the Oriental Orthodox
Churches in their dialogue with the Catholic Church.

In particular, the key role of Metropolitan Anba Bishoy in the continuing
theological reflection of the Joint Commission for Theological Dialogue
between the Catholic Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches
stands as his personal legacy to the friendship and mutual trust that has
developed over time. From the very inception of the work of the Joint
Commission in 2004, Metropolitan Anba Bishoy was a highly committed
Co—Chair, a role he shared with me as the Catholic Co—Chair over the
last eight years. Under his chairmanship, two documents were issued, the
first in 2009 entitled “Nature, Constitution and Mission of the Church”,
followed in 2015 by “The Exercise of Communion in the Lifc of the
Eatly Church and Its Implications for Our Search for Communion
Today”. These documents will undoubtedly remain milestones in the
journey towards the re—establishment of full communion.

I last met Metropolitan Anba Bishoy in the recent session of the Joint
Commission in Ftchmiadzin in January 2018. As always, I was deeply
impressed by his spiritual depth and theological insight. Metropolitan
Anba Bishoy was at the same time an inspirational witness of devoted
fidelity to one’s own tradition and yet equally engaged in the pursuit of
Christian unity, which was at the heatt of his vocation and mission. An
outstanding labourer in the vineyatd of the Lord, may he remain an
enlightening example to all who seek the will of Christ “that all may be
one” (Jn 17:21).

Reguiescat in pace

i Gu o

Kurt Cardinal Koch
President
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The sadness is deep in my heart, it is the sadness of missing
you. But I'm happy for you, because you have arrived now at
the destination that you chose and wanted.
You have always been a very special person to me .. | loved
you since | was very young .. | looked up to you and | dreamed
of following your footsteps and being like you ... | remember
the times we spent together every summer when | was young
.. To me you were "my Khalo Makram" .. | have so many
memories of the times we spent in Alexandria.. You used to
take me everywhere .. You taught me how to love Jesus.. You
taught me how to pray .. You even taught me Geometry and
Algebra.. | saw how you shared your tiny salary with poor and
needy people..] saw you give the little you had without
hesitation, and how many times you forgot your own needs.
| saw the joy in your eyes when we sang Tarateele together.
| missed you and felt sad when you left us and decided to
join Deir El-Soryan to dedicate your life to Jesus.. .. | spent lots
of quality time with you when you became El-raheb Toma.. |
witnessed first hand the sacrifices you made, and | felt your
inner happiness as you abandoned all the material joy's of the
world and chose an eternal life with Jesus..
| realized then that | may have lost my Khalo Makram, whom
| always aspired to be like. Instead you became my North Star
pointing the path for me and for so many others .. You shined
so bright .. filled with your love to Jesus...
| couldn't be your equal.. but | was so lucky to have you as my

inspiration..
¥ri
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Khalo, | love you so much .. you will always be shining in my
heart..

Magdy Abadir
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