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“‘Neither can we imagine three Subsistences separated from each
other, as results from their bodily nature in the case of men, lest we
hold a plurality of gods like the heathen. But just as a river,
produced from a well, is not separate, and yet there are in fact two
visible objects and two names, For neither is the Father the Son,
nor the Son the Father. For the Father is Father of the Son, and
the Son, Son of the Father, For like as the well is not a river, nor
the river a well, but both are one and the same water which is
conveyed in a channel from the well to the river, so the Father's
deity passes into the Son without flow and without division. For the
Lord says, 'l came out from the Father and am come’ (John 16:
28). But He is ever with the Father, for He is in the bosom of the
Father, nor was ever the bosom of the Father void of the deity of

the Son.”!
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1 N. & P.N. Fathers, Vol. IV, St. Athanasius, Expositio Fidei (Statement of Faith), p. 84,
85.
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“And so since they are one, and the Godhead itself one, the same
things are said of the Son, which are said of the Father, except

His being said to be Father...For 'all things,’ says the Son

Himself, 'whatsoever the Father hath, are Mine;' and again, 'And
Mine are Thine'... and why are the attributes of the Father ascribed

to the Son, except that the Son is an Offspring from Him?”?
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2 N. & P.N. Fathers, Vol. IV, St. Athanasius, Four Discourses Against the Arians,
Discourse I11, points 4 &5, p. 395, 396.
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“The Son of God then, He is the 'Word', and the 'Wisdom;' He is
the 'Understanding' and the 'Living Counsel; and in Him is the

'Good pleasure of the Father;' He is 'Truth' and 'Light' and 'Power’
of the Father.”
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“Christ.. What great things are there in the idea of God which are
not in His power? What titles which belong to God are not applied
to him, except only Unbegotten and Begotten? For it was needful

that the distinctive properties of the Father and the son should

remain peculiar to Them, lest there should be confusion in the

* Ibid, point 65, p. 429.
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Godhead Which brings all things, even disorder itself, into due

arrangement and good order.”
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“Worshipping as we do God of God, we both confess the distinction
of the Persons, and at the same time abide by the Monarchy. We
do not fritter away the theology in a divided plurality, because one
Form, so to say, united in the invariableness of the Godhead, is
beheld in God the Father, and in God the Only begotten. For the
Son is in the Father and the Father in the Son; since such as is the
latter, such is the former, and such as is the former, such is the
latter; and herein is the Unity. So that according to the distinction of

Persons, both are one and one, and according to the community of

“N. & P.N. Fathers, Vol. VII, Gregory Nazianzen, 5" Oration On the Holy Spirit, p. 327.
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Nature, one. How, then, if one and one, are there not two Gods?
Because we speak of a king, and of the king’s image, and not of
two kings. The majesty is not cloven in two, nor the glory divided.
The sovereignty and authority over us is one, and so the doxology
ascribed by us is not plural but one; because the honor paid to the

image passes on to the prototype.”
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> N. & P.N. Fathers, Vol. VII, The Book of Saint Basil On the Spirit, Chapter 18, p. 28.
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“For after saying that the Son was light of light, and begotten of the
substance (essence) of the Father, but was not made, they went on
to add the homoousion, thereby, showing that whatever proportion
of light any one would attribute in the case of the Father will obtain
also in that of the son. For very light in relation to very light,
according to the actual sense of light, will have no variation. Since
then the Father is light without beginning, and the son begotten
light, but each of Them light and light; they rightly said “of one
substance, (essence)” in order to set forth the equal dignity of the

nature.”
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® Ibid, Letter 52, to the Canonicoe, p.155,156.
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“If God be, and be called, the Fountain of wisdom and life-as He
says by Jeremiah, 'they have forsaken Me the Fountain of living
waters;' and again, 'A glorious high throne from the beginning, is
the place of our sanctuary; O Lord, the Hope of Israel, all that
forsake Thee shall be ashamed, and they that depart from Me shall
be written in the earth, because they have forsaken the Lord, the
Fountain of living waters;' and in the book of Baruch it is written,
"Thou hast forsaken the Fountain of wisdom,' — this implies that life
and wisdom are not foreign to the Essence of the Fountain, but are
proper to It, nor were at any time without existence, but were
always. Now the Son is all this, who says, 'l am the Life," and 'l

Wisdom dwell with prudence.' is it not then irreligious to say 'Once

the Son was not?' for it is all one with saying, "Once the Fountain

V4



was dry, destitute of Life and Wisdom.' But a fountain it would then

cease to be; for what begetteth not from itself, is not a fountain.”’
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"N. & P.N. Fathers, Vol. IV, St. Athanasius, Four Discourses Against the Arians,
Discourse I, point 19, p. 317.



“Thus it belongs to the godhead alone, that the Father is properly

father, and the Son properly son, and in Them, and Them only,

does it hold that the Father is ever Father and the Son ever Son.”
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“Everything which comes out commonly from the divine essence is

energy and not hypostasis.”
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“‘Every operation which extends from God to the Creation, and is

named according to our variable conceptions of its origin from the

Father, and proceeds through the Son and is perfected in the Holy

Spirit.” 1
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19 N. & P.N. Fathers, series 2, Vol. V, Gregory of Nyssa, Eerdmans Pub. 1978, p. 334.
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“The Father creates all things through the Word in the Holy
Spirit.”!!
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'"The Father does all things through the Word in the Holy Spirit."?
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“It is clear that the Spirit is not a creature, but takes place in the act
of creation. For the Father creates all things through the Word
in the Spirit; for where the Word is, there is the Spirit also, and the
things which are created through the Word have their vital strength

out of the Spirit from the Word. Thus it is written in the thirty—

second Psalm: “By the Word of the Lord the heavens were

established, and by the spirit of His mouth is all their power.”!3
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1 Shapland, Concerning The Holy Spirit, 3" letter to Serapion, chapter 5, 174-175.

12 Shapland, Concerning The Holy Spirit, 3" letter to Serapion, chapter 28, 134-135.

3 The Spirit & the Church: Antiquity, Stanely M. Burgess, Hendricksons Publishers,
P.118.
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“No man ever yet has discovered or can discover what God is in

nature and in essence.”’?

Ll
‘God would be altogether circumscript, if He were even
comprehensible in thought: for comprehension is one form of

circumscription.”!®
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“All that comes to us is but a little effluence, and as it were a small
efflugence from a great Light. So that if anyone has known God, or
had the testimony of scripture to his knowledge of God, we are to
understand such as one to have possessed a degree of knowledge
which gave him the appearance of being more fully enlightened

than another who did not enjoy the same degree of illumination.”!’

' N.& P.N. Fathers, Vol. VII, 2" Theological Oration, Article XVII, p. 294.
1% Ibid, 2nd Theological Oration, Article X, p. 292.
7 Ibid, 2nd Theological Oration, Article XV11, p. 294.
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“‘Let us confirm ourselves within our limits, and speak of The

Unbegotten and The Begotten and That which Proceeds from

the Father, as somewhere God the Word Himself saith.”!®
S Y 5 ashsall 5 "3 slsal e e Al Lagaay ol lie o)
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L G
“This is what we meant by Father and Son and Holy Ghost. The

Father is The Begetter and The Emitter; without passion, of

course, and without reference to time, and not in a corporeal

'8 Ibid, 3rd Theological Oration, Article I1, p. 301.
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manner. The Son is The Begotten, and the Holy Spirit is The

Emission.”!’

s NGl =W 5 TN 5 ) e el La s 12a)
Aot 8k Galy (el 3503 Sy Lada o S (@illly Al
{@uadl s Geadll Zo)lls caglsall 54 ¥l

(Al Blie uald 6l e Guss] peadl S o

ol gy o) AL (Y)
(ANA) Adaall uts 8 Talae (ugnysie] (a3l

“When did these come into being? They are above all “when”. But,
if | am to speak with something more of boldness,—when the
Father did. And when did the Father come into being. There never
was a time when he was not. And the same thing is true of the
Son and the Holy Ghost. Ask me again, and again | will answer
you, when was the Son begotten? When the Father was not
begotten. And when did the Holy Ghost proceed? When the Son
was, not proceeding but, begotten—beyond the sphere of time, and
above the grasp of reason; although we cannot set forth that which
is above time, if we avoid as we desire any expression as which
conveys the idea of time. For such expression as “when” and

“‘before” and “after” and “from the beginning” are not timeless,

9 Ibid, 3rd Theological Oration (on the Son), Article II, p. 301.
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however much we may force them; unless indeed we were to take
the Aeon, that interval which is coexistive with the eternal things,
and is not divided or measured by any motion, or by the revolution
of the sun, as time is measured. How are They not alike
unoriginate, if They are coeternal? Because They are from Him,
though not after Him. For that which is originate is eternal, but that
which is eternal is not necessarily unoriginate, so long as it may be
referred to the Father as its origin. Therefore, in respect of Cause
they are not unoriginate; but it is evident that the Cause is not
necessarily prior to its effects, for the sun is not prior to its light.
And yet They are in some sense unoriginate, in respect of time,
even though you would scare simple minds with your quibbles, for

the Sources of Time are not subject to time.”*
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20 |bid, 3rd Theological Oration, Article 111, pp. 301, 302.
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“He is called the Word, because He is related to the Father as the

Word to Mind.”?!

2! |bid, Forth Theological Oration, Article XX, p. 316.
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“‘But Monarchy is that which we hold in honour. It is however, a
Monarchy that is not limited to one Person, but one which is made
of an equality of Nature and a union of mind, and an identity of
motion, and a convergence of its elements to unity—a thing which

is impossible to the created nature—so that though numerically

distinct there is no severance of Essence.”*’
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22 |bid, 3rd Theological Oration (On the Son), Article 11, p. 301.
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“In my opinion He is called Son because He is identical with the
Father in Essence, and not only for this reason, but also because
He is of Him. And He is called Only—Begotten, not because He is
the only Son and of the Father alone, and only a Son; but also
because the manner of His Sonship is peculiar to Himself and not
shared by bodies. And He is called the Word, because He is
related to the Father as word is related to mind; not only on
account of His passionless Generation, but also because of the

Union, and of His declaratory function.”*
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2% Ibid, 4th Theological Oration, Article XX, p. 316.
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[And the Image as of one Substance with Him.]'
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“What then, say they, is there lacking to the Spirit which prevents
His being a Son, for if there were not something lacking He would
be a Son? We assert that there is nothing lacking for God has no
deficiency. But the difference of manifestation, if | may so express
myself, or rather Their mutual relations one to Another, has
caused the difference of Their Names. For indeed it is not some
deficiency in the Son which prevents His being Father (for Sonship
is not a deficiency), and yet He is not Father. According to this line
of argument there must be deficiency in the Father, in respect of
His not being Son. For the Father is not Son, and yet this is not
due to either deficiency or subjection of Essence; but the very fact
of being Unbegotten or Begotten, or Proceeding has given the
name Father to the First, of the Son to the Second, and of the
Third, Him Whom we are speaking, of the Holy Ghost that the

distinction of the Three Persons may be preserved in the one

nature and dignity of the Godhead. For neither is the Son the

2% Ibid, p. 317.
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Father, for the Father is One, but He is what the Father is; nor is
the Spirit Son because He is of God, for the Only—-begotten is One,
but He is what the Son is. The Three are One in Godhead, and
One Three in properties*; so that neither is the Unity of Sabellian

one, nor does the Trinity countenance the present evil distinction.”*
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2% |bid, 5th Theological Oration (On the Holy Spirit), Article IX, p. 320.
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“For we have learnt to believe in and to teach the Deity of the Son

from their (verses from the bible) great and lofty utterances. And
what utterances are these? These: God—the Word—He That Was
In The Beginning and With The Beginning, and The Beginning. “In
the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,” (John
1.:1) and “With Thee in the Beginning’ and “He who calleth her the
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Beginning from generations” (Isa. 41:4). Then the Son is Only-
Begotten: The only “Begotten Son which is in the bosom of the
Father, it says, “He that declared Him” (John 1:18), The Way, the
Truth, the Life, the Light. “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life;”
(John 14:6) and “I am the Light of the World” (John 7:12, 9:5,
14:6). Wisdom and Power, “Christ, the Wisdom of God, and the
Power of God.”(1 Cor. 1:24) The Effulgence, the Impress, the
Image, the Seal; “Who being the Effulgence of His glory and the
Impress of His Essence,’(Heb 1:3) and “the Image of His
Goodness,”(Wisd. 7:26) and “Him Hath God the Father sealed”
(John 6:27). Lord, King, He That is, The Almighty.. “A Scepter of
righteousness is the scepter of The Kingdom;” (Ps. 45:6) and
“Which is and was and is to come, the AImighty”(Rev. 1:8), all
which are clearly spoken of the Son, with all other passages of the
same force, none of which is an after thought, or added later to the
Son or the Spirit, any more than to the Father Himself. For Their
Perfection is not affected by additions. There never was a time
when He was without the Word, or when He was not the Father, or
when He was not true, or not wise, or not powerful, or devoid of

life, or of splendor, or of goodness.”?°

26 Ibid, 3" Theological Oration, Article XVII, p. 307.

O



Bl Sl e oY) Ll e alady s ol Labs Wild)
ol & ol Al A () Soda LS (gl Lo Tsakar ) Aaulaall
A e G AT Al G Bl F el a0 IS5 el e
Leld aiag Jad "eadl OIS Slady (Vi) 5) D AKD GG
RN PN (R KA Y S S PF-) B PG O
OA D 5) "FA OV pda 8o @il dagll T
e 5 "baally Gally Gkl 5 Ul slally 3alls okl
Boally AaSad) (T 2V € €0 1 VY A 5 "EJLQJQ\ A9 3h Gl (1
Aally aully Gl (Y€ 1) 5S)) W A&as A 53
s s (¥ 1) o) Taesll A5 eada blg sy el
GOl L (TY 17 5) "Aid 3 OV A IR 5 (YT 5V dla) "asdla
3a) "l Gl Aaliin) Cual' L8 US e aldlly ellalls
5) "seet OF e ala b dlly 8 il G (1 2o
) AV adaill IS e (V) (e mgmg cald a8 LIS (A 1)
zoll 5l O ) e Lad Leie (ol Caal ol Lol gl b
Al adle€ oY i OV e Vs TeaY 188 L (o oIS Yy (el

LTOGTAGEDG 4slisdl Al (¥ V) guiball ) ALl & el
sl gian s (O selivsan)

o)



AP I DU (S PO Ly KV YT PRPQUI IERE TR, PRy ¥
Ja 5 gf e sl asa e Gl (S A e o QY oS
{ bl o g o slall e

Basg (ugysie) Guwadll 7% AAIGN A5 adl) A daal) sa
1ald N gally (VY oY) G sl

“The Son is a concise demonstration and easy setting forth of the
Father’s Nature. For everything that is begotten is a silent word of
him that begot it"... “He is ... called... the Image as of one
substance with Him, and because He is of the Father, and not the
Father of Him. For this is of the Nature of an Image, to be the
reproduction of its Archetype, and that whose name it bears; only
that there is more here. For in ordinary language an image is a
motionless representation of that which has motion; but in this case
it is the living reproduction of the Living One, and is more exactly
like than was Seth to Adam, or any son to his father. For such is
the nature of simple Existences, that it is not correct to say of them
that they are Like in one particular and Unlike in another; but they
are a complete resemblance, and should rather be called Identical
than Like. Moreover, he is called Light as being the Brightness of
souls cleansed by word and life. For if ignorance and sin be

darkness, knowledge and a godly life will be Light... And He is
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called Life, because He is Light, and is the constituting and creating
Power of every reasonable soul. For in Him we live and move and
have our being, according to the double power of that Breathing
into us; for we were all inspired by Him with breath, and as many of
us were capable of it, and in so far as we open the mouth of our

mind, with God the Holy Ghost.”*’
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2" Ibid, 4th Theological Oration (2nd On the Son), Article XX, pp. 316, 317.
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“‘“Now these are names common to the Godhead, but the proper

Name of the Unoriginate is Father, and that of the Begotten without
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beginning is Son, and that of the un-begottenly Proceeding or

going forth is The Holy Ghost.”®
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“‘How then are They not alike unoriginate, if They are coeternal?
Because They are from Him, though not after Him. For that which
is unoriginate is eternal, but that which is eternal is not necessarily
unoriginate, so long as it may be referred to the Father as its
origin. Therefore, in respect of Cause They are not unoriginate, but
it is evident that the Cause is not necessarily prior to its effects, for

the sun is not prior to its light.”*

2% |bid, 4th Theological Oration (2nd On the Son), Articles X1X, p. 316.
2% |bid, 3rd Theological Oration (On the Son), Article 111, p. 302.
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“The Father is the Begetter and the Emitter.”*’
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“That He is the Gift, the Bounty, the Inspiration, the Promise, the
Intercession for us, and, not to go into any further detail, any other
expressions of the sort, is to be referred to the First Cause, that it
may be shown from whom He is, and that men may not in heathen
fashion admit Three Principles. For it is equally impious to confuse
the Persons with the Sabellians, or to divide the Natures with the

Arians.”!

% |bid, 3rd Theological Oration (On the Son), Article 11, p. 301.
31 Ibid, 5th Theological Oration (On the Holy Spirit), Article XXX, p. 328.
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“For in Him we live and move and have our being, according to the
double power of that Breathing into us; for we are all capable of it,

and in so far as we open the mouth of our mind, with God the Holy

Ghost.”??

32 |bid, 4th Theological Oration (2nd On the Son), Article XX, p. 317.
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