Appendix VII 

A Document Presented to the Middle East Council of Churches Regarding the Ancient Eastern Church (Assyrian) Request to Join the 

Council , 1985*
Since it is necessary to honor the first three ecumenical councils (Nicea, Constantinople, and Ephesus), and since the Council of Ephesus at that time rejected the doctrines of Nestorius of Constantinople, we find it unacceptable for the Assyrian Church to join the Middle East Council of Churches before openly declaring its rejection of the Nestorian faith and doctrine. It is insufficient for the Assyrian Church to claim that it is not identified as the Nestorian Church, since rejecting a title does not denote rejecting a doctrine, of which we have examples. This Church should also officially document a declaration by its Patriarch and Synod of Bishops in acceptance of ‘Theotokos’, Mother of God, as the title of the Virgin endorsed by the ecumenical council of Ephesus. They should not consider it sufficient to apply the title Mother of Christ, ‘Christotokos’ for the Virgin which is the title coined by Nestorius.

We would like to direct attention to the fact that the statement of the faith presented by this Church to the Middle East Council of Churches confirms the alignment of its faith with the Nestorian doctrine. It states the following:

“The Assyrian Church adopts the creed of faith confirmed by the First and Second Ecumenical Councils that calls for one holy apostolic catholic church. It believes in one God, in the Holy Trinity (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit), in Jesus Christ as perfect God and man, in two natures and two Hypostaseis in one person, in the Virgin Mother of Christ, in one Baptism, and in the Holy Spirit Who proceeds from the Father”.

Note the following:

1- This Church only accepts the first two ecumenical councils, and does not accept the Third Ecumenical Council of Ephesus.

2- They believe in two hypostaseis after the incarnation in the person of Christ the Lord.

3- They call the Virgin ‘Mother of Christ’ and not ‘Mother of God’ Theotokos.

Consequently, we demand that their request for joining the Middle East Council of Churches should not be accepted in any way, since they did not truthfully reject the doctrine of Nestorius and declare the faith of the ecumenical council of Ephesus.

Nicosia, 16/02/1985

Signatures :

Members of the Syrian Orthodox Church - Members of the Coptic Orthodox Church

Athanasius Yashou Samuel 
Bishoy 

Syrian Orthodox Metropolitan 
Bishop of Damiette, 

          of USA and Canada 
Kafr El Sheikh and Barary

Malatius Bernaba
Hedra

Syrian Orthodox Metropolitan

   Bishop of Aswan 

of Hems and Hamah

Athanasius Aphrem Barsoom

   Tadros

Metropolitan of Beirut and Zahleh
   Bishop of Port Said

Metropolitan Youhanna Ibrahim

   Moussa

of Aleppo and its regions

   General Bishop

Theophilus George Salibah

   Marcos

Metropolitan of Mount Lebanon

   Chorepiscopos of Kalyobeya 

   Tadros Malaty






   Priest
*An English translation of the Arabic document.





