Preface

In ecclesiastical circles, especially outside Egypt, sayings regarding the truth concerning the Assyrian Church of the East have increased. Regretfully, some Arabic books have been published in the past decade, which might result in doctrinal harm to their readers. The peak of this trend was reached when a book was published in Egypt, in the Arabic language, defending the doctrines of this Nestorian Church.

The Holy Synod of the Coptic Orthodox Church, during its session on 1 June 1996, presided over by His Holiness Pope Shenouda III, issued the following decision:

“After studying the occurrences in the Syriac Dialogue, which took place at Vienna in June 1994 and February 1996, it became apparent that the Assyrians are Nestorian. The Assyrian Church venerates Nestorius as a saint along with Diodore of Tarsus and Theodore of Mopsuestia, and condemns Saint Cyril, despite the dialogue with the Coptic Orthodox Church in which they pretended to agree upon the sound faith. There are agreements between the Assyrians and the Catholic Church. We are firm in our stance of rejecting their admission into the Middle East Council of Churches as members, until they confess both the doctrines and decisions of the Third Ecumenical Council of Ephesus.” 

During our Holy Synod’s session on 19 June 1997, His Holiness Pope Shenouda III confirmed that “The Assyrians are one hundred percent Nestorian, venerating Nestorius as a Saint.”

A common declaration was issued by the heads of the Oriental Orthodox Churches in the Middle East, His Holiness Pope Shenouda III, Pope of Alexandria and Patriarch of the See of Saint Mark, His Holiness Mar Ignatius Zaka Iwas I, Patriarch of Antioch and all the East and His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, at the Monastery of Mar Ephrem the Syrian in Maarat Saydnaya, Syria, on 12 February 1999. This declaration mentions the following doctrinal point in the section pertaining to the reaction of the Oriental Orthodox Churches in the Middle East towards the Assyrian Church’s request to join the Middle East Council of Churches:

“# We re-affirm our strong attachment to the Christology of the oriental orthodox churches which is based on the Christological teachings of St. Cyril of Alexandria and is summarized in his well-known formula of “one nature of God incarnate logos”. # We re-state the rejection of our churches to the teachings of all heretics, including Nestorius and his followers, and we reiterate anathemata uttered against them.”

In light of the decisions of our Holy Synod and the common declarations of the heads of the Oriental Orthodox Churches in the Middle East, we are compelled to clarify the facts concerning the history and doctrines of the Assyrian Church of the East in this book. Our work is supported by ecumenical and Assyrian documents and papers presented during the dialogues which I attended or which were published in books and magazines. Evidence is provided that the Assyrian Church of the East venerates Nestorius and follows his teachings anathematized by the Third Council of Ephesus in 431 AD. The Assyrian Church of the East mentions Diodore of Tarsus, Theodore of Mopsuestia and Nestorius of Constantinople in its liturgical prayers as saints. It also celebrates festivals for them as great fathers and doctors. It adopts their Nestorian teachings, and defends it with all of the theological errors contained therein. 

The book in your hands is intended to clarify most of the facts surrounding the Assyrian Church of the East. It relies on many historical and foreign references, alongside theological research accepted in the West. We have refrained from citing Coptic Orthodox references, to avoid any accusations of personal bias against Nestorius, Theodore of Mopsuestia and Diodore of Tarsus. Only Appendix VII includes a copy of a document presented by Coptic and Syrian Orthodox delegates during the General Assembly of the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC), in 1985. It features their opinion on the attempt of the Assyrian Church of the East to join the MECC. Appendix VIII cites what was mentioned in the Synodal Decisions of the Coptic Orthodox Church during the Papacy of His Holiness Pope Shenouda III regarding the Assyrians. It should also be noted that the remainder of the appendices were prepared with the aid of a research group and relies on the mentioned foreign resources.

It is truly regretful to find the curses of times past against Saint Cyril of Alexandria and Saint Severus of Antioch in the liturgies of the Assyrian Church of the East. The Assyrian Church also attacks the Third Ecumenical Council of Ephesus and the person of Saint Cyril the Great in official assemblies, where its representatives give lectures defending Nestorius, and attack our adherence to the title of the Virgin as the ‘Mother of God’ (Theotokos).

In facing the Nestorian threat, we cannot remain idle regarding fabricated facts which the Assyrian Church is attempting to impose in ecumenical assemblies, including theological agreements which were signed with some Western Churches. Its pretenses before these Churches are often contrary to the teachings it presents in its churches. Moreover, its stance after signing these agreements is not in accord with its lectures and official dialogues.

As we place these vital documents, which highlights the reality of the Assyrian Church of the East, in the hands of our dear readers, we plead with our Lord to preserve the lives of His Holiness Pope Shenouda III, His Holiness Patriarch Mar Ignatius Zaka Iwas I and His Holiness Catholicos Aram I, since they are the defenders of the Orthodox faith against the Nestorian threat in our generation. Through the intercessions of the Mother of God the Virgin Mary and all of the orders of saints, Amen.

Metropolitan Bishoy

of Damiette, Kafr El Sheikh, Barary,

Head of the Monastery of Saint Demiana,

      

General Secretary of the Holy Synod


of the Coptic Orthodox Church 


